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WHOLESALE BODY JEWELLERY 

SPECIALISTS (SINCE 1997) 

• High quality body jewellery 

• Best prices! 

• Fast and helpful service 

• Free shipping over £100 iuk) 

• Next day delivery iukj 

• Full range of piercing jewellery 

• Massive variety of stretching 
jewellery (up to 50mm!) 

• Widest range of sizes and 
innovative new body jewellery 

Our full range can be ordered at 
our website: 

info@bodyjewellery.co.uk 
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tel: +44 (0)141 576 5250 



fax: +44 (0)141 576 5275 




Fun House Tattoos 

World Class Tattooing 
by Nigel Kurt & Jo Pink 



Fun House Tattoos 
140 Sheffield Road 

Bamsley, S Yorks 
S70 1JH 

Tel 01226 779595 
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Sheffield Laser specialise in laser tattoo removal and reduction. 
An effective and safe treatment that helps professional or 
amateur tattoos of all sizes, simply fade away! 



Benefits include. . . 

• Easy and fast removal of 
unwanted tattoos 

• Reduction of tattoos produce 
better cover up results 

• Cheap treatment cost at 
only £40 per session 

• Special 50% discount off your 
initial treatment 

• Exclusive mobile service 
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entire course of treatment 

rt you book before 30th 

October 2010. 
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Call us on 0114 360 0876 

Email: into<i*sheff ieidlaser.co.uk 

Affordable Tattoo Removal & Reduction Tel: 0114 360 0876 
info4Ssheffieldlaser.co.uk www.she'fieldaser.co.uk 
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THE NFF.DLE HAS LANDED 



couple o£ montlis ago, I found a complete 
box set of all five movies in the original 
Planet of the Apes sequence. It wasn't 
exactly a top priority purchase, but how 
could I say no when it was only £1? 
. (Charily shop special - 1 don't loiter In 
them very often but this was a good find). I eventually got 
around to watching them at a rate of about one a week and 
this happened to coincide with taking over the recently 
vacated Editor's position here at Skin Deep. 
Bear with me - iL's sort of relevant... 
Inevitably, with any switch of scenery at a magazine 
changes will take place. Hopefully for the better - as they 
say at Burger King, "if you like what we do, tell your friends, if 
you don't, teU us." 1 think it comes from Burger King anyway. 
It's a better thing to say than "would you hke fries with 
that?" Over at Big Tattoo Plane L, we've been keeping track of 
all the suggestions made regarding the magazine and there 
are some good, solid ideas in there As much as I would like 
to, these changes won't take place all at once and if you 
haven't voiced your opinion yet, maybe you should. 

For me and those who work alongside me, oar job is 
simply to catalogue all of Lliis issue by issue and present 
it as best we can. Intelligently, entertainingly and make 
it look damn good the same as any job whether your 



surname is Beckham or you work for the electricity board. 

Over the next few issues, we'll be introducing some new 
feature ideas, looking deeper still into the heart of tattooing, 
inviting comments and opinions from both readers and 
artists alike. We'll also be scouring the globe in search oi 
artists who are taking the art into the future, draining the 
heads of artists working every comer of the UK and Europe 
- it would be nice to say 'the world', but that's a little 
ambitious. At least for this year. 

Personally speaking, each issue I'U be pushing hard to 
get more art into these pages, more artists involved and 
evoke a true world view of where we are and where we're 
going. Possible? Yeah of course it is - I'm sure you'll let me 
know if I veer off course. You guys are like that. 

So, back to the Planet of the Apes thing. It's a good 
movie. Far superior to the remake. While the remake may 
be slick and the Apes really do look like Apes, tliat's all 
it was - slick. It didn't have a heart, didn't have a soul 
and the critics of world let everybody know about it. 
Conversely, the original had Apes that sort of looked like 
Apes, but it had a lot oi heart and even more soul. Those 
guys were out to tell a story and they weren't about to let 
anylliing get in tlieir way. From lire success of that movie 
they got more and more funding to make more of the same 
the more money they had, the more they poured into the 




sets and effects and the story kind of got left behind - right 
about the mid-point of the second film, which is generally 
where most people agree that the concept died a death. 
What's that got to do with the ait of tattooing? 

Well, I was more trying to illustrate a point about heart 
and soul than any tiling. Each and every lime you lei thai 
needle into your skin, you're telling a story about where 
you are in your life. You might not think you are. but that ink 
is pretty damn permanent. Some people save up forever, 
think and think and then think some more about it. Others 
dip into the bank, get it on and are done and dusted in a 
few hours. That's an individual's choice, but what would be 
great - and is something I really hope to get over in coming 
issues would be to make sure you get your own heart and 
soul in there. It doesn't matter if you're looking for tribal 
in Torquay or getting on a plane to get yourself sorted out 
thousands ol miles away. Be true to yourself - think about 
the person you are, who you're entrusting to do this for 
you and the message you're about to send out to the 
world. It's important. 

Today, you may not think it is, but tomorrow it will be. 
Gel a little bit of pride in your art. 

Bloody hell, I'm gelling old. 
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10 SO YOU WANT TO BE A MODEL? 




Go Online Today and Join The 
Coolest Tattoo Forum Around. . . 
www.skindeep.co.uk/forums 
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FROM LIVERPOOL (14) TO NEW YORK 

(64) AND BACK TO DERBY (26) - THE 
BEST CONVENTION COVERAGE IN ANY 
MAGAZINE 

ARTIST INTERVIEWS 

20 BUENA VISTA TATTOO CLUB 

Just when you thought tattoo art 
had reached its peak, along tome 
Simone and Volko to push it that 
little bit further... 

30 RYAN DAVIES 

The North West continues to pump 
out great lalent - this issue we 
speak to the big mar Irom Indigo. 

52 AARON BE U 

Seattle's finest tells what it's like to 
be a Slave to the Needle. 

SPECIAL FEATURES 

58 THE SECRET OF... A GREAT 

COVER UP 

The first in a new series of features 
where artists from across the globe 
line-up to give good advice. 

10 SO YOU WANT TO 

BE A MODEL? 

With so many requests almost 
every day for advice on becoming 
a tattooed model, we thought we'd 
try and answer your questions all at 
once! Sophie tadycat reveals all... 

70 THE DOCTOR IS IN™ 

Hollie Bryant talks about what it's 
like to hold down a tegular job with 
visible ink. 

76 HER NAME ON YOU 

One of our regular readers 
gets something oft his chest - 
and his arm. 

FREE SUPPLEMENT 
TATTOO JAM 

16 pages of the monster annual convention 

Iver had problems finding 
a copy ol Skin Deep on 
the newsstand or missed 
an issue forgetting the on 
sale date? 

Visit www.s kindee p.co. u k/j ust ask to 

download our newsagent reservation form. Take 
the completed form, or a copy of it, to your local 
newsagent who will reserve your copy of Skin 
Deep. Some newsagents even offer a home 
delivery making it even easier to ensure you 
don't miss an issue. 






True Tattoo is a brand new large, spacious studio in the heart 
of Croydon town centre. The studio strives to move away from the 
cramped, hectic feel of a lot of studios, offering a relaxed, comfortable 
environment with a warm welcome. Custom tattoo, body piercing 
and thermal cautery branding are all on offer. You can find them 
at True Tattoo, 49 Frith Road, Croydon, CRO 1TB. Or myspace.com/ 
tmetattoolandon. 




RENAISSANCE 
TATOO (TAKE 2) 

The recently opened Renaissance 
Tattoo in Rickmans worth suffered a 
temporary setback recently after the 
studio was broken into and rendered 
totally unworkable. As with all good 
renaissance work, the proverbial sleeves 
were rolled up and the studio is once 
again ready for action. Drop by... say 
hello... rumour has it they have a rather 
busy kettle at their disposal. Renaissance 
Tattoo, 1-3 Station Road, Rickmans worth, 
Hertfordshire, WD3 1PQ, T: 01923 510877 



Andy Jones I over at Idol 
Hands Studio (formerly 
Voodoo Tattoo) in 
Preston, is holding a 
charity tattoo event in 
conjunction with www. 
lhegurnpathon.com to 
raise money for the help 
lor heroes charily. 

The event is being held 
over the weekend of 
October 30/31 from 9am 
until 9pm both days. 
Tattoos taking no longer 
lhan 50 minutes will 
be available for a fee 
of between £30 to £50 
depending on size. Andy 
is hoping to raise over 
a thousand pounds. Foi 
more details: 01772 822 
500 or email: idolhondsf,- 
hotmatl.co.uk 



News 8r Reviews 




Seen an interesting clipping in the press? Got something that 
you'd like reviewed or featured? Got some spare chocolate or beer? 
Send them to: Skin Deep, The Old School, Higher Kinnerton, Chester 
CH4 9AJ OR EMAIL: editor@skindeep.co.uk 



TATTOO ON THE BEACH 

The Tattoo on the Beach public awareness event takes 
place in Dover, Kent on 30th ■ 31st October. 

The event is aimed at making the public aware of all aspects of 
legitimate tattooing in response to the increasing instances of DIY 
tattooing cases in the area. With the local council seemingly lost as 
to where to direct themselvesa in these matters, three studios - No 
Pain No Gain, Garths Tattoo and Tribal Nations - have pooled their 
resources to show the public that licenced tattooing is safe and 
adheres as rigorously to health and safety standards as the law 
dictates. Whilst this is not a localised problem for the industry, this 
is exactly the sort of independent event that local artists can band 
together over and begin to make a difference on their own terms. 



T-SHIRTS GET MARCHING ORDERS 

Who said looking good these days was hard work? Legionnaire 
Army have this rather fine range of affordable gear available 
at their revamped online store. When pinned down and asked to 
explain themselves, Joe Moxley, (formerly of Meddy Clothing), and Mike 
Herrera, (frontman of the punk band 
MxPx), offered the Mowing 
excuse: "I was looking 
for something new, 
young and hip," 
said Moxley. "The 
new clothing lines I _ 
was encountering 
were a little junky. 
I thought, 1 could do 
better than this. " So that's 
what he did. Now they not 
only design clothing for the 
people they hope will join 
forces with them, but for the 
people who have become a 
loyal part of the Legionnaire 
Army. Count us in! 
www.JegjoiinaireArmy. com 
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VETTRIANO: THE MASTER TATTOOIST 

Owner of an OBE for services to the visual arts, Jack Vettriano is famous for his portraits of 
seductive women and their immaculately suited and booted counterparts. Turning his back on 
the crowd-pleasing subjects that have made his name (his original artworks regularly sell for 
handsome six figure sums), Vettriano's latest muse is none other than world renowned tattoo 
artist, Mo Coppoletta. 

The painting of Coppoletta, the first Vettriano portrait to be displayed in London since 2007, will 
be on show at the new gallery space - Heartbreak - at 17 Bulstrode Street from 16th to 26th 
September. Entitled 'The Master Tattooist', Vettriano's latest work forms part of a photography 
exhibition by Fredi Marcarini. 

Featuring over 30 portraits by Marcarini, the exhibition is named after Goppoletta's London- 
based studio, The Family Business, and coincides with the launch of his new book, Tattooed... 
But what of Vettriano? It turns out he is a client of Coppoletta's...who also happens to appear in 
the new book, complete with tattoo created by Mo. Now it all starts to fall into place! 
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LONDON'S BURNING 

The sixth London International Tattoo Convention 
- running this year from 24th • 26th September - 
is looking bigger than ever before with a huge 
international line-up. 

With figures now estimated at one in five British 
adults sporting ink, Tobacco Dock will conceivably 
be bursting at the seams and. with more than 200 
artists ready to work themselves into the ground, 
it's an event not to be missed. The line-up includes 
luminaries such as Robert Hernandez, Phil Kyle and 



Nicole Low {London Ink), Tim Hendricks (Miami 
Ink), LalHardy (New Wave), Jose Lopez and Chuey 
Qunitanar to name but a few. 

Rest assured, you won't have nothing to do if you're 
waiting in line as the event also sports photographic 
exhibitions, live music, tribal dancers and for the 
adventurous; tantalising Burlesque performers from 
around the world. 

For more information, ticket sales and any enquiries 
check out www.tIreIondojitattooconvenrjoii.com. 
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HEAVEN N HELL IATT00S, 
FALKIRK held a. Tattoo 
Marathon on Friday 13th 
August, their Five artists 
and supporting staff and 
friends worked for free 
from 9.30am ■ 9.30pm 
tattooing for Charity, 
they managed to tattoo 
135 people and raised 
over £3100 for the local 
Strathtarron Hospice. Nice 
work people! 



THE ELECT I C CHAIR 



this October, 10 girls 
will compete in the 
chance of winning a 
half day tattoo session 
at 'The Electric Chair' in 
Falmouth, Cornwall. 
Ash Harrison of The 
Electric Chair will be 
tattooing at the event on 
the 29th Oct at Walkabout 
bar in Newquay. Each girl 
will perform a talent (such 
as burlesque, singing, poi 
etc) and 2 catwalks. On 
the judge panel, is Neely 
from Rogue Maidens 
Modelling agency, Lars 
Pearson from Insignia 
Tattoo studio in Stony 
St rat lord and model 
Cervena Fox. All money 
raised on the door will go 
straight to the 5.O.P.H.I.E. 
cause, www.facebook. 
com/missdollyiocker 



COVERS AND SHAKERS 



Inlinity tattooing - Ross 
On Wye Herefordshire are 
moving to new premises 
at 111 Westgate Street 
Gloucester GL1 2PG 
01452 502022 www. 

in (initytoltooing. ta uk 



REDEMPTION RELAUNCH 

Over on the other side of the pond, Redemption - one of our 
favourite international tattoo studios has recently launched 
their new website. Voted Boston's Best Tattoo Parlor (as named by 
the Boston Phoenix in 2010, City Voter in 2009, Boston MagazWine in 
2008, and WBZTV in 2007), Redemption have 8 solid years of business 
under their belt. Veteran tattooers Mike Shea and Erick Lynch, who 
have been tattooing collectively for over two decades, own and operate 
Redemption with support from tattooers Josh McAlear, Ben McClellan 
and Salty Dave. Shea commented, "I think the reason things are going 
so well for us is because we produce high quality work every day and 
we only hire great tattooers. There's no attitude when you come into 
our shop, we just want to do the best tattoos for our customers, plain 
and simple." Mice work guys... 
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In issue 188 we incorrectly credited this fine tattoo. The 

caption should have read: Mark by Garth @ Garths Tattoo, Deal, 
Kent. Sorry Garth! 



GOODBYE TO A GRANDFATHER 
OF TATTOOING 

At the end of July, German tattoo legend Herbert Hofmann died 
at the age of 90. Said to be the oldest active tattoo artist in the 
world, he was one of the old school tattoo artists who started 
out in an era when ink was not as widely accepted as it is today. 

Hofmann wasnt just an Old School tattoo artist but also a talented 
photographer. In fact, he published a number of books over his 
lifetime, including Portraits of a Tattooing Passion 1878-1952. 

A very welcome guest at tattoo conventions in Germany and 
abroad, Hofmann will be missed by the tattoo community - not just 
for his work but also for his fantastic stories. 
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AIR YOUR VIEWS OR HAVE A RANT! 

and we'll fcive one letter a free, yes free, t-shirt! Aren't we nice? 



{So don't forget to put your size on your letter or we'll have to guess) 
SEND ALL MAIL, BEER, CHOCOLATE AND OTHER BRIBES TO: 

Inkoming, Skin Deep Magazine, The Old School, Higher Kinnerton, 
Chester CH4 9AJ or post it via our website, www.skindeep.co.uk 
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Deal Skin Deep, 

I love your magazine. I get it order 

I'm 1 5 and live in a little island in 
tattoo shops and the only person who has tattoos is my rocking gothic 
Mum, Anna. 

I'm going to be a tattoo artist when I'm older, so I love reading 
tattoo magazines (yours is by far the best) and loved Kat Von D's 
'LA Ink' sol just wanted to thank you guys for fulfilling my 
tattoo-loving needs. 

Please can you put this letter in your next issue so my Mum and I 
can read it and feel part of the tattoo world, because we are stranded 
on this anti-tattoo island. 
Cheers 

Lana and Anna 

P.S. I loved the pin up girl tattoo calendar and the cover girls get 
better looking every issue! 



TWO SIOES OF THE COIN 



Dear Skin Deep 

Following on from your editorial 
in issue 183 and Nick's letter in 
issue 187, 1 believe that anyone 
can open a studio if they have 
enough money. Take my local 
small town as an example there 
are two studios, both licensed 
by the local health authority and 
as my existing artist no longer 
tattoos, I was looking to get some 
more work done. One studio 
has no examples of their work 
anywhere to be seen, just flash 
on the wall; I was ignored by 
the guys on the counter and they 
just continued playing a game 
on the computer. When I asked 
if they had any pics they said 
"look on the website" I asked for 
the address and was told to use 
Google. I then asked whether 



they had an autoclave to be told 
abruptly "we don't need one 
as we use disposable needles 
and tips, anyhow, autoclaves 
are expensive". If I was new to 
tattoos this would just cement the 
opinion some sadly have of the 
art. I have since found out they 
only use disposable tips and NOT 
grips or back stems so I have 
reported them to the local health 
authority. The website had very 
poor quality tattoos on it which 
looked technically bad with poor 
line work, shoddy shading and 
blotchy colour work and this is 
their best work! 

The other studio was the polar 
opposite; the guys were friendly 
and answered all questions 
regarding sterilisation techniques 
etc. I have seen their work "in the 
flesh" and it is good. So in a few 



weeks time I will be getting my 
next piece at the second studio. 

I think that tattoo artists should 
be made to do a competency 
exam prior to getting a license as 
hairdressers have to and if they 
mess up sooner or later, their 
work will disappear and they are 
not putting lives at risk! 

I think self regulation could 
work if the correct people are 
chosen but some artists do not 
worry about scratchers and 
indeed encourage them and I 
quote "As it's easy money sorting 
out their f 8 * 8 ups ! " This quote 
came from a registered tattoo 
artist who sells cheap, poor 
quality and dangerous Chinese 
kits at the local car boot sale with 
a sign saying "make easy money 
tattooing your mates". I asked the 
chap about the kit pretending to 
be a buyer, that's when I found 
out he was registered. He even 
sells the kits out of his shop 
apparently! So this shows the 
poor attitude of some. 

A license does not mean quality, 
it means the studios health 
regulations were followed at point 
of inspection. People need to ask 
about sterilisation procedures, see 
examples of work in the flesh as 
pictures can easily be doctored 
and research prospective artists 
before getting a tattoo. 
Yours 

Kevin Jackson 



□ear Skin Deep 

I am writing to you in the hope 
that someone will understand 
where I am coming from. An 
awful lot of tattooists seem to 
give out bad vibes about the TV 
series Miami Ink. But I plea for 
someone to hear me out when I 
say not all of us are in it too be 
cool or have the rock and roll 
lifestyle that the television series 
has made. I do nothing other than 
hope and pray that I can be like 
my idols such as Joe Myler and 
Jack M os her, both of whom have 
their own unique style, I want to 
be like that. 

When I enter a shop saying 
"Hello my name is John, nice 
to meet you - 1 am interested in 
becoming a tattooist, are there any 



tips you can give me on what to 
draw to make up my portfolio?" 
Everything is going great until 
they ask what age I am and 
why I don't have any tattoos yet. 
My reply is normally "Well I'm 
younger than I look" and I go on 
to tell them I'm 1 6 and they laugh 
and say let me guess "Miami Ink". 

I'm too shy or humiliated to 
reply so I just kind of walk on out 
of the shop. Instead I should tell 
them what really gave me my 
inspiration. I go to sleep at night 
and dream of tattoos. All I do is 
talk about tattoos, thinking about 
putting your own artwork on 
someone is an honour that they 
are trusting you to do a good job. 
I just wanted to share my view 
and hopefully someday, the artists 
will realise not every teenager 
that wants to be a tattooist is just 
a kid thinking they would like to 
be cool. Thanks for listening. 
Sincerely 
John Murphy 

Thanks John. 

While I think your statement is 
a hit sweeping, generalised and 
slightly unfair to the majority of 
artists chat I know, I see what 
you're saying here. The bottom 
line is that if this is really how 
you feel, draw. Draw, draw 
and draw some more until you 
can't possibly get any better 
at it. When you get to that 
point, draw some more because 
you will probably be kidding 
yourself that you are good 
enough, ff you seriously want 
to be the best tattoo artist the 
world has ever seen, prove it. 
Get an apprenticeship, never 
stop drawing and while you 're 
still underage get yourself a 
business education. You can't 
let a few duff experiences 
colour your worldview either, 
ff you 're that shy, run your 
self- education online where you 
have the world at your feet and 
you can hide behind email until 
you have got the confidence 
you need. 1 should also say, the 
world doesn't need another Jack 
Mosher. The world might need 
you later on, but it certainly 
doesn't need another Mosher - 
lie's doing fine all by himself. 
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out there who are interested in kick starting careers ,n modelling - 
specifically and rather obviously, of the inked variety. 





lobally, the opportunities 
are seemingly endless 
with most - if not all 
- off the shelf tattoo 
magazines featuring 
some variant on the 
theme. Rather than offer up an 
editorial perspective on the odds of 
this happening for you, (which to be 
honest I can sum up by saying - act like 



You must be professional be 
or. :ime vvher you have a 
photoshoot, gain the respect 
of all the people who work 
with you otherwise your 
curce: will be verv short! 



a professional and use a professional 
photographer), we thought it would 
make sense to have somebody who 
actually does the work who is still 
climbing the ladder do the commentary 
for us. 

As luck would have it, I crowbarred 
some time in Cannes with So Ladycat 
to talk about this very thing. While it's 
not essential to change your name to 
something that resembles a character 
from Barbarella, it does help set you 
apart if your real name is umm, how 
shall we say... not so memorable? 

"I started three years ago, by 
working, working, working a lot! My 
first photoshoot wasnt good enough, 
so I worked with more and more 
photographers until we made THE good 
picture! When I do a photoshoot, I'm not 
a simple model, I have to work on the 



entire project to make sure it is right 
for me. 1 find the place where to shoot, 
I choose clothes, I do my own make- 
up and hair. I also read as many tattoo 
magazines as I can to understand what 
they were looking for and whether I 
have done what I need to do for them. 

I started about nine years ago to 
sing and write (I am also a singer), 
and instinctively, I had to do some 
pictures to promote my work. At that 
time I wasn't tattooed but once I had 
started - and I have a lot of ink done 
now ■ I found a real interest in 
a modelling career. I'm not a big fan 
of "mode" photoshoots, I like when 
there's a real story in a picture - 
being a tattooed model certainly 
offers more possibilities ! " 

"To me, being a model is just as 
important as singing and writing. These 
3 things are the most important parts 
of my life. I don't do that for money, I 
do it because it's as necessary to me 
as breathing or eating! I love making 
all those things. I need to be creative, I 
need to express my feelings. I stopped 
all my artistic works for more than a 
year around 2008 because I lost one 
of the most important souls in my life. 
It was as if I was empty. I didn't have 
anything to say or to show. So I cant 
say if I'll do this forever, life will decide 
for me, but but I have so many tilings 
to express, so I will keep on doing it as 
long as I can." 

Here at Skin Deep, we're currently 
looking at our stance on the amount of 
photo manipulation that goes on behind 
the scenes in the creation of model 
photographs - speaking as a model, do 
you have strong opinions on this? 

"I think everyone is free to make 
what they want. Everyone has his 




own vision of beautiful and artistic 
tilings. I love it when photographers 
use Photoshop to change the contrast 
for example, make something into an 
old style picture or basically use it to 
create special effects. What I hate is to 
be retouched, myself. I mean, I want 
people to recognize me when they meet 
me! I'm not a skinny girl, and I'm a real 
small woman, and Tm proud about that!" 

So, if we can pretend for a moment 
that you have an audience with Skin 
Deep readers, can you give us some key 
facts that might shed some light on the 
subject for them? 

"Damn - who am I to give advice ! I 
have so many things to learn!" 

"Firstly, be curious - in everything! 
Get some interest in many tilings, it's 
the best way to get a good grounding in 
culture, and then to make good things 
happen from it." 

"But, secondly, keep your own style. 
Don't try to be like "this one" or to make 
things like "this other one", it doesnt 
have any kind of interest for you in the 
long-term." 

"Also, I'd say that you have to believe 
in you, no matter what some peoples 
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Secoctly, my big dream is that someday, I could 
j jv a oig house and adopt all sad and lonely cat. 
I know that I can't live without them, If humans 
:ook Lhe :.ime to appreciate animals qualifies, I 
chink we would be in a good place! 



may say about you. Of course, you have 
to listen to every kind of critic, good and 
bad, but the only thing to listen to is the 
little voice inside of you," 

"You must be professional, be on time 
when you have a photoshoot, gain the 
respect of all the people who work with 
you otherwise your career will be 
very short!" 

"Most importantly, stay real! Keep 
your family and good friends near you, 
people in whom you can trust. You will 
need them!" 

It's only fair being as you've taken 
time out to do this with me that I let you 
tell me more about your singing - this is 
your shot! 

"As I said before, I started my 
singing- writing career 9 years ago. 
It's really important to me to write 
ray own lyrics (my poetry book was 
published some years ago}. I've worked 
with many composers, recording some 
songs - like my covers of Lollipop and 
Sugar Sugar. Now I am working with 
Eric Soulas and recording a demo of 
12 songs. Right now, we are working 
with a professional musician to record 
some of our songs as professionally 
as possible, to get the chance to be 
listened to by producers and labels. At 
the moment it's more a studio project 
- but the principles of creating this are 
exactly the same as those for modelling. 
You can listen to my work at : www. 
myspa.ce. com/soladycat' 

"I think the internet is a fantastic 
way to show off your work and to get a 
connection with fans and get better at 
what you do, but I dont really believe 
that it can offer real success." 

"To make it work I know I need a 
team around me to promote myself, 
because I'm not really good at that sort 
of promotional work ! Though someone 
did ask me recently where he could buy 
a book of my photoshoots. I thought it 
could be a good idea but at the moment 
the most important project is to record 
my album. I keep my myspace page up 
to date all the time if people wish to 
know what I am doing!" 
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Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts. 



LIVERPOOL 




ell, with an opening 
quote like that, 
you'd be forgiven for 
thinking that we'd 
exhumed His Royal 
Highness to take 
in a weekend on 
Mersey side for what has fast become 
the most invigorating tattoo show of the 
year. Not so, but his words regarding 
the city in the 1800s could well be 
applied to this incredible weekend of 
body art, although I'm none too sure on 
what he'd make of the piercing bearing 




his name... I digress, so let's move 
swiftly on. 

The majority of conventions to 
emerge over the past couple of years 
have steadily forged a more impressive 
show, but Liverpool lias been sometliing 
of an exception to this rule in that they 
have taken leaps {rather than steps) 
forward - they didn't so much rip up 
the rulebook as build a wicker man, 
throw the book inside, douse it in petrol, 
and set that sucker ablaze. They've 
instigated the now-famous Tattoo 
Duels, introduced impartial awards for 
those who document the tattoo world, 
and generally brought a sense of fun to 
the convention table. As for the actual 
running of the show, it's like a finely 
tuned machine; the staff are friendly 
without being overbearing, and if a 
request is made (no matter how grand 
or minute) then heaven and earth, 
are moved to make it possible. This 
only adds to the relaxed nature of the 
Liverpool convention and no matter how 
busy it gets - and it does get hectic - 
the crew keep everything ticking over 
smoothly. 

Tony and Hazel Nichols have never 
been content with a 'regular' compere 
for the Liverpool show, so following 
on from the late Frank Sidebottom {oh 
Frank, how we shall miss thee) was the 
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As the home of the Tattoo Duel, this year's instalments 
were as thrilling as ever, with each tattooist pitted 
against another with a theme to follow. 



elastic and come die Chris Gross, 
a contortionist. If you're going to 
have a compere, then it has to be a 
person who can hold a crowd for an 
entire weekend without driving the 
masses to contemplate murder by 
Sunday afternoon, and in fairness to 
the flexible Geordie fella, he managed 
this admirably. Chris wasn't without 
a few bemused looks cast his way, 
although not for the reasons you may 
imagine - one American artist pointed 
him out to me and asked, "Dude, is 
that Russell Brand?" 



ANDY BY HOY PMESTLEY SK KSHOKZ. MMMOM) 



As the home of the Tattoo Duel, this 
year's instalments were as thrilling as 
ever, with each tattooist pitted against 
another with a theme to follow and a 
strict time limit to adhere to. What I love 
most about this aspect of the show is 
that the assembled tattoo aficionados 
vote in a ballot to determine a winner 
in each battle, adding a greater sense 
of participation on their behalf. The 
losers were consequently splattered 
with custard pies by the victor and the 
ensuing mess found its way to compere 
Mr. Cross on more than one occasion!© 
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The tattooists were spread across 
three rooms to accommodate a 
larger number than the previous 
year. Expansions such as this can 
spell trouble because it's often tricky 
to maintain a vibrant atmosphere 
throughout a show's venue, but not 
so for the Liverpudlian contingent: 
the edifice was rocking all weekend 
long! Liverpool continually attracts 
an eclectic cross-section of the tattoo 
community and it's truly the people 
that make a show great. Without 
atmosphere, you have nothing to build 



innl nnntimiollir attra 





an eclectic cross-section of f^> 
tattoo community and it's truly the 
people that make a show great. 






Winners 

upon, and it's testament to those who 
make the pilgrimage each year that 
this warm and affable vibe permeates 
the entire building. 

Perhaps the unrivalled ambience is 
due in no small pan to the shindigs that 
surround the Liverpool show {soirees 
take place on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday night) so what better way to 
bring people together than utilising 
Liverpool's reputation as a party town 
and hosting get-togethers in different 
venues each night? This was the second 
year that I checked into my hotel in the 
early morning hours after spending the 
evening dancing around my suitcase 
with a whole host of tattooists (you 
know who you are!) I mean, who uses a 
handbag anymore? Evening gatherings 
bond artists and collectors and guide 
the weekend through a celebration of 
art, which is essentially what tattoo 
conventions are, and who doesn't enjoy 
the odd libation in the company of 
friends old and new? 

1 was lucky enough to once again sit 
on the judging panel for many of the 
weekend's tattoo competitions, and I kid 
you not, the level of tattoos on display 
skyrockets every single year. Wave after 
wave of sumptuous dermal decor made 
its way to the judges' table {still attached 
to the limbs and torsos of respective 
owners, might I add) for my peers and 
I to cast a critical eye over. I know, 
we wax lyrical about how tattooing 
is perpetually evolving and blasting 
through the stratosphere of possibility, 
but it appears that the rate of this 
evolution is rapidly increasing. Suffice to 
say, selecting the winners was a tricky 
task and those who collected awards 
were deserving of their trophies !0 



Evening gatherings bond artists and 
collectors and guide the weekend 
through a celebration of art. 




Are- 
Best Black 
and Grey Small 

Deborah Connolly by 
Sister Sammy @ Fallen 
Angel, Liverpool 

Best Black and 
Grey Large 

Stephen Crolla by Jin ® 
Evolution Tattoo, Oxford 

Best Colour Small 

Jules Maguire by BiUy 
Hay ©Custom Inc., 
Glasgow 

Best Colour Large 

1 1,:'. I " Sr.:: \ r-. - : T.; 

Priestley ® Skinsltokz, 
Bradford 

Best Realistic 

1 1. V.l V l;v : ; : &! 

Alan 'a Tattoo Studio, 
Mora ton 

Best of Day Saturday 
•....'.> ..i. vi'i ill:.'" .;<y N''.iss 
Mindy© Studio XIII, USA 

Best of Day Sunday 

Marcus Maguire by Kyle 
Cotterman # Smart Bomb 
Tattoo, USA 

Best of Convention 

Damien Speight by Paul 
PrJesttey @ Skinshota, 
Bradford 
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Elsewhere in the guild hall, the Battle I 
of the Bands competition raged in 
full force with a wondrous cacophony 
shaking the building's foundations 
to their very core. Outspoken Silence 
scooped the accolade with a ferocious 
performance - keep an ear out for 
these guys, as they are something 
very special indeed - and This Is Turin 
came in second. It's a pleasure to 
have a diverse selection of music on 
offer and it's apparent that care and 
consideration is given to the selection 
of bands participating in this contest. 
Music aside, burlesque acts kept the 
momentum rolling for those seeking 
respite from the frantic buzz of the 
tattooing areas, and the ladies put on 
quite a show for the assembled crowd. 

In closing, what makes for a great 
convention is often a topic of debate, 
so 1 can only proffer what I see as the 
essential elements of a world class 
tattoo show. 

For me, a great tattoo convention is 
based in a vibrant city; boasts excellent 
artists (established and upcoming} ; has 
an electric atmosphere generated by 
enthusiastic attendees ; and is driven 
by the organisers' continued desire to 
innovate for the benefit of those who 
attend. So, in my humble opinion, you 
won't find a better UK tattoo convention 
than Liverpool. 



Duels 



Leah Moute Vs 
Gray Silva 
"Carnival Freakshow" 
'.Vn i; Leah Mmile 

Billy 'the Bastard' 
Hay Vs Mat t Lapping 
"House oEFun" 
Winner Billy Hay 

Boy Priestley 
Vs Gary Wiedenhof 
"CoutFopJiobia" 
Winner Roy Priestley 

Mark Bailey Vs 
Eze Nunez 
Carnival of Souls" 
Winn rj;j Mark Bailey 



In my humble opinion, you won't 
find a better UK tattoo convention 
than Liverpool. 




13 www.iikjQdeepi.co.uk Lhkisp V.)V. 




Tattoo Numbing 
Custom A^t 
Body Plgjgir^ 

66 Oakon Street 
Birmingham 
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2 Cambridge Rd 

Hastings Town Centre 
East Sussex 

tel:01424 433571 

^^www.myspace.com/madambutterftys 
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"olko Merschky and 
Simone Pfaff are the 
most unassuming artists 
I have ever had the 
pleasure of meeting. 
Both are softly spoken, 
humble in their 
estimation of their own work and 
professional to the core. This, combined 
with their far superior command of 
English than my German, makes it an 
absolute thrill to be in their company. 

The first time I met our intrepid pair, I 
was so taken with their unique style, I 
demanded to be immediately added to 
their rather long waiting list and 
bludgeoned them with questions out of 
genuine personal curiosity, totally 
forgetting that I should probably have 
been recording the inquisition for a 




future interview. 
Moments like this 
happen rarely in life. That 
first listen to an album that you 
know you'll love for the rest of your life, 
meeting somebody that you have to 
make no effort to get along with... it fell 
into that category for me and the reason 
behind it was good old simple honesty. 

You may look at their creations and 
decide they're not for you. You may also 
look and not get what's going on. You 
too may also fall in love. This is what 
true art does - it evokes a response at 
the emotional level that demands either 
taking part or moving on. They have 
branded their unique style as Realistic 
Trash Polka, It's an obvious question to 
start the ball rolling - one that causes 
much hushed conversation in their 




Phone *MQ 931 70 26 56 J 
peicrstrase 1 97078 mtmt g GlRMtOr^l 

tllO^fellMViSlallltiBGlliB.i I 
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THIS IS WHAT TRUE ART DOES - IT 
EVOKES A RESPONSE AT THE EMOTIONAL 
LEVEL THAT DEMANDS EITHER TAKING 
PART OR MOVING ON. 



mother tongue wanting nothing more 
than to get this right for the record; 

"Well, the tattoo designs we create 
don't fit into any known or common 
styles, so we made up our minds to think 
of a term that would describe it best. We 
came up with Realistic Trash Polka 
because all in all, it's a mixture of realistic 
elements combined with abstract or 
sometimes t graphic parts which 
represent the trash 8 part of the plirase. 
While this may be an unusual 
combination, it's familiar from music, as a 
polka. So, the term polka comes from our 
inspiration from the music - especially 
from our own music and songwriting. 
Basically, Realistic Trash Polka is all of 
those things combined with what 
happens when we come together to 



create. It's simply the two of us, our 
name, our brand and our style." 

1 look confused and it shows. It's hard 
to wrap your head around what polka 
actually is when the last band you saw 
live was Alice Cooper. For the sake of 
continuity and understanding though, I 
nod knowingly - and have since 
established - that it's a dance and a genre 
of music that originates from central 
Europe, but I'm not going to let my 
ignorance of European culture derail me... 

"You see, when you come to us, you 
have two opportunities. The first is to 
give us total freedom to create the art 
freehand - but the customer can also 
give a certain theme if they wish, 
maybe some keywords in combination 
with a song, poem or a quote. Out of O 




As with Volko and Simone's art, the 
debut Bobbs Dead album may not be 
for everyone but if you can get your 
head around what they are trying to 
achieve, over time, many secrets will 
unfold from this little gem. Being mote 
or less totally acoustically based, Volko 
will take you down a very dark road 
if you choose to follow. Fot fans of 
artists like Willard Grant Conspiracy, 
Midlake and Efterklang the 
understanding will come 
easy as Volko lyrically 
travels a parallel 
path. Haunting, 
heartfelt and 
dramatically j 
understated 
because 
there are 
no drums, 
no bass 
- nothing 
to forge a 
rhythm, the 
sole power 
of the album 
comes from 
the poetic/lyrical 
capability. 

Much like ABBA and 
Hanoi Rocks and many other European 
bands that choose to perform in the 
English language, the lyrical delivery is 
ever so slightly left of centre in the best 
way possible and adds a dimension 
that would never be possible if English 
was their native tongue. To deliver 
lines such as "There's a man in a park, 
sitting there on a wall" with any degree 
of authenticity takes no small amount 
of talent but Volko takes it to a place 



where it 
truly means 
something. 

With plans to 
perform the 
material live, it 
W will be interesting 
to see how this pans 
out - Volko and Simone 
wearing their hearts on 
their sleeves will surely be 
a sight to behold. Meantime, each 
subsequent listen to the album brings 
new dimensions. It's like digging earth 
- whenever I go back to it, I swear ]t 
delivers a song I didn't, hear the last 
time. Dobbs Dead are an acquired taste 
that's for sure, but one that I can't get 
out of my mouth. 

If Bob Dylan composed a soundtrack 
for a Dario Argento movie, it may sound 
a lot like this... 



iKKiEfilFlO www.skindeep.CD.iLk 21 



ARTISTS HAVE STARTED TO WORK IN THEIR 
AND REALLY ARE PRODUCINO DESIGNS 



this, the design will be created by us 
from our understanding of the theme. 
By doing it this way, we can always be 
sure to develop our style and create 
completely unique designs that are one 
of a kind." 

The brief lull for an intake of water 
gives me pause for thought - surely 
then, along with giving some clues as to 
what sort of person you are and the 
kind of design you're looking for in the 
Trash Polka style, it's just as important 
to mention any imagery you particularly 
don't want as well? 

"Yes, of course, but you mustn't 
confuse that with telling us exactly 
what you want in the design, that's not 



how we work. It is more an abstract 
way of working - working with moods - 
desperate, happiness etcetera - that 
kind of input lets us work to our best." 
"You see, before we became tattoo 
artists, we went to art school and 
through this we learned a lot. It may be 
that the Trash Polka style came about 
from our paintings and drawings. Step 
by step, we got more ideas to design 
tattoos in this way and over time, we 
found we had many customers who 
were open minded enough and trusted 
us. Without them, we wouldn't have 
had a chance to tattoo this style at all! " 

We all take a moment in time to let 
this sink in - as though a stake has been 



driven into the ground claiming the 
territory - and it feels right. So do they 
ever take the time to check into the 
larger world view and see what others 
are doing in this creative space? 

"In the last few years, it has become 
more common to tattoo designs or styles 
that belong more to art than well known 
tattoo styles. A few artists have started 
to work in their own style and really are 
producing designs that have never been 
seen before. But for sure, the more 
creativity and originality there is out 
there, the easier it is for others to come 
to the table with different and new 
styles. There are always artists who are 
happy to copy but this is not our way at 
all - we think it is better to see the new 
designs and be inspired to make even 
more new styles and designs," 

" We are at our best when we work 
together, getting inspiration from each 



"We are fully booked for at least two years now. We 
have come a long way from the days when I was 
studying interior design and Simone was studying 
graphic design - we also did photography. We were 
involved in art for a long time before we came to 
tattooing - in fact, there are many years of learning 
more and more about art behind us until we began 
tattooing. We started by drawing on each other, 
painting each other and only then did we begin to 
learn how to tattoo. People were a little reluctant 
to come ta us at first but now, we have reached a 
place where we have this long waiting list but we 
try to see as many people as we can as well. We do 
many conventions in Europe but do not tend to get 
very much further than that because we are quite 
afraid of flying I We drove the car to the Tattoo Jam 
this year! " 
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other and discussing our ideas - it is 
only out of this environment that the 
style and the tattoo designs develop. In 
fact, we work so closely and have so 
much the same style, that there is 
virtually no difference in the way of 
working our creations. We don't have to 
explain our ideas in detail to each other, 
each of us gives an idea or proposal for 
the design that can be an inspiration for 
the other and so on." 

"We always saw tattoos as art, not 
as tattoos in themselves. We made new 
designs and sketches for each new 
customer. Apart from tattooing, we do 
a lot of drawing and paintings as well, 
simply because we are interested in all 
kinds of art." 

Over the years, I must have talked 
to hundreds of artists in all manner of 
genres, ranging from tattoo artists to 
surf artists and poster creators but I've 
never come across artists that have 
harnessed colour in quite the way 
Simone and Volko have - and it's not 
that obvious either. It's almost as if 
something rather supematurally 
subtle happens when they come to 
understanding the way colours work 
with each other: 

"This is strange. People often ask us 
whether we use special ink or needles 
or techniques to make the colours look 
that strong and bright, but we do not 
use anything different than other 
artists. For sure, the quality of needles, 
inks and everything we use is very 
important to us, but we have no secret 
about it. We often use red because it is 
a light colour - one that fits nicely with 
skin tone, but at the same time, has 
enough contrast to the skin to be seen 
well. In combination with black, you get 
a great contrast - but we do use other 
colours apart from reds and oranges - 
for some reason, many think those are 
the only colours we use!" 

While I point out that this is plainly not 



true - just take a look at tire art on display 
here - the perception may be taken that 
way because the red/black contrast is 
almost genetic in a human's approach to 
appreciating contrasting colours, but 
we're on a roll and aren't going to stop to 
prey on this for too long... 

"As artists it is important to develop, 
work on new ideas and never stand still. 
It is bad for the soul to work on the 
same designs for years and never create 
something new. This is also what we 
tell our customers - we encourage them 
to get a unique design. We never do 
anything twice and because of tills we 
are forced to create new things all the 



IT'S ALMOST AS IF SOMETHING 



GOME TO UNDERSTANDING 
THE WAT COLOURS WORK WITH 



time. When we look back at a design - 
something we did maybe a year ago - 
there is always a big difference to 
where we are now and we continually 
get new ideas for upcoming tattoos, so 
we are pretty sure that the designs will S 
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change! As this is an evolutionary 
process, we cannot prophesise how our 
designs will look when the customer 
turns up for the work! We hope though, 
that our customers will like it and are as 
much interested in this type of art as we 
are. Years ago, we both did all kinds of 
styles in our tattooing but now we both 
only work in Trash Polka. " 

Our time is coining to an end, and I'm 
reluctant to take away from the magic 
of art by examining it too much - 
sometimes, great art simply "is" and 
doesn't need drilling into for an 
explanation, but knowing Volko and 
Simone as I do now, I figure no 
conversation would be complete 
without mentioning their little side 
project, Dobbs Dead - although how 
long it will remain 'little' is questionable 
these days: 

"We are both very interested in 
music. We have been playing different 
kinds of music and instruments for 
years and so we decided to produce our 
own CD. 

Dobbs Dead is starting to grow and 
we can already see it taking a bigger 
part in our life and work. Soon, we will 
play some live concerts - for this we 
have found some really good musicians 
to work with - and we plan on going on 
stage in the Autumn. In our free time, 
we are already working on and planning 
the next album. As soon as there is 
concrete news - you will be the first 
to know!'"^ 



BIG„ 




AN EVOLUTIONARY PROCESS, 



TURNS UP FOR THE WORK! 





FROM BIG TATTOOPLANET.COM 

"In every country, if you make something new, 
it's really hard for people to accept it quickly 
because they are unsure and it takes a really 
long time for it to become accepted. Now, we are 
finding that - especially in Germany - people are 
following our lead, not copying us ■ but are more 
prepared to create something new, like they have 
found it inspirational to do so. To copy exactly the 
style would not be good for other artists! It is too 
specialised and personal for us for anybody to copy 
with any degree of authenticity. We are simply 
story tellers. Each picture is a story. We like to 
bring old poetry to young people in the form of art. 
Many people don't really know the works of William 
Sliakespeare, so we like to use words from him and 
lyrics from artists like Tom Waits and Johnny Cash 
as well.,." 
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46. CURZON STREET, DERBY, DEI ILL 
TEL: 01 332 200211 MOB: 07691692926 

ALL ASPECTS Of TATTOOING OUT Of HOURS APPOINTMENTS 
FREE DESIGN ON CUSTOM ARTWORK 

www.inbatattoos.com 



T£L. 01592 569002 

358 HlgH STREET. JClRKCaLWJ Kyi iLS 
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The Worlds First Tattoo Themed 
Bar and Diner Studio. 



What we do for you... 

World class Live Tattooing... 
60 seater Diner... 
Licensed Bar... 





Come and Immerse yourself in Tattoo Culture. 
Have a drink whilst being Tattooed or eat till you're 
ready to burst. Beer, Burgers, Nachos, Ice cream 
and the Finest Coffee you will ever taste. 




926 - 928 Christchurch Road 

Bournemouth 

Tel 01 202 426406 
www.thetattooparlour.co.uk 



Follow us on... 




Have a drink on us... 

validate your free drink voucher 
by entering your email below, 
one free drink per customer 



Company Rug number 06686622 



THE OWL 
HAS LANDED! 



It's always great to focus on homegrown talent and this month we 
headed out to Northwich to hunt down Ryan Oavies for the conversation 
of lifetime. Once you start the big man off, there's no stopping him...^" 



Ryan Dairies 
Royal Owl 
currently 
working at: 

Indigo Tattoo 
163 Witton Street 
Northwich 
Cheshire 
CW9 5EA 
07884 132119 



WHEN DID YOU FIRST GET 
INTO TATTOOING? 

I was 17 when I first started, at a studio 
called 'Devil Bitch' in Rotherham. Simon, 
the guy who taught me, now works 
in Versus Steel. I was there for a few 
years and learnt a lot before I left. I've 
been at Indigo for three years now. 

WAS IT AN APPRENTICESHIP THEN? 

In a fashion it was. They're alright guys 
and I just fitted in. An apprenticeship is 
definitely the way you should get into 
tattooing. There are too any people just 
grabbing a machine these days. At least 
I had some guidance when I first started 
out. There was a guy from Barnsley 



called Chris Marsden who helped me 
a lot and I did alright in the end 

SO YOU GOT STARTED BY GOING 
TO STUDIOS AND BADGERING 
THE SHIT OUT OF THEM? 

Pretty much. The first time I was 
getting tattooed, I asked whether they 
would teach me but they just said 'no'. 
I was at college doing art at the time, 
so during the lunch hour I'd go down 
to the studio, get the guy a coffee and 
do some general running around. In the 
end I won him over and he said 'yes'. 

DID YOU FINISH COLLEGE? 

Yeah, I got a diploma in art and design. 
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I enjoyed it; it was cool and has 
certainly helped me out in this job. 

HOW DID YOU FIND WORKING AS 
A TATTOO ARTIST IN THE EARLY 
DAYS? WAS IT EASY TO START WITH? 

No. It is hands down the hardest thing 
I've ever done. It's just so different. There 
are so many ways to do artwork but 
tattooing is easily the hardest, simply 
because there's no magic involved. 
You've got one shot and one shot only. 
Add to that the pressure ol having to 
deliver in front of someone and it gets 
really tough. Half the battle is acting like 
you know what you're doing. You've 
always got someone watching you and 
it's got to be perfect. I nearly quit a couple 
of times, well I came close anyway. 

WHAT WERE THE REASONS? 

I just didn't think I could do it. I was 
full of self-doubt, thought it was far 



too hard and also made a couple of 
really bad mistakes. I thought, 'I can't 
do this'. If it weren't for a couple 
of really good mates, who told me 
that I was bound to make mistakes 
and that's what makes you better, I 
probably would have packed it in. 

ONCE YOU GOT YOUR SKILLS UP, 
YOU CAME OVER TO INDIGO THEN? 

Well, I left Simon's place and was 
bumming around for a while, not 
knowing what to do. I knew I wanted 
to tattoo, but couldn't find premises to 
do it. Then I saw an ad in Skin Deep 
and called and we hit it off. It was a bit 
scary at 21, never having lived away 
from home, but I'm glad I did it and 
it has definitely helped my career. 



IF IT WEREN'T FOR A 
OF REALLT GOOD 

ME THAT I WAS 




BOUND TO 

THAT'S 



WHAT MAKES YOU BETTER 

I moved from Rotherham to take the 
job. At first I'd just come and do a few 
days, but then I got more and more 
work and eventually did full time. Now 
I've got and family here and everything. 

SPEAKING OF YOUR FAMILY, WHEN 
YOUR LITTLE BOY IS OLDER, DO YOU 
THINK TATTOOING WOULD BE A 
GOOD INDUSTRY FOR HIM TO BE IN? 

Providing he wants to - I'd never force O 
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I LIKE COLOUR. PROBABLY 
SOMETHING TO DO WITH MY 
GRAFFITI BACKGROUND-IT'S A 
LOT MORE NATURAL AND MARES 
A LOT MORE SENSE TO ME. 

him into it. Of course I'd love him to 
but the industry has such, a mixed 
bag of personalities and it's not for 
everyone. Some people just aren't 
cut out for it. But if he is, then by all 
means. Of course there are pitfalls but 
generally it's a good industry to be in. 

WHAT WOULD YOU CLASS YOUR 
STYLE AS? COLOUR WORK? 

I like colour. Probably something to 
do with my graffiti background.. .it's a 
lot more natural and makes a lot more 
sense to me. Obviously, working here 
has brought my black and grey work 
on a lot, but I would say my passion is 
colour. I do a lot of Japanese, which is 
cool, but quite limited at the minute, 
because people aren't that prepared 
to push the boat out and try tilings 
a little bit more exotic... they'll only 
try a dragon or a geisha. There's 
only so many times you can do them 
without getting a little bored of it! 

I'm getting into bio-mechanical, 
I really enjoy that. I also enjoy the 
fact you can do absolutely anything 
with tattoos, coming up with designs 
straight off the top of your head. That 
appeals to me, the freedom of it. You 
can do whatever you want. It's not just 
the designing of the tattoos though, 
it's the placement, body structure and 
everything being taken into account. 




WHO ARE YOUR INFLUENCES 
AT THE MOMENT? 

There's a lot of good stuff out there and 
so many good artists coming through. 
You look around and it's like, 'wow'! 
I'm pretty bad at following other artists 
though, I do bury my head in the sand 
a bit. I should probably look more into 
up and coming artists and trends. 

That said, I like a lot of 'Agerson', 
'Roman', more towards the organic 
'R n Gain' style. Their style is more 
appealing to me more than the 
space age mechanical, though I do 
appreciate that as an art form as 
well. Marty Cowl is another good 
lad, he's really good for his age 
and does some lovely pieces. 

DO YOU THINK IT'S EASIER 
TO GET INFORMATION FROM 
OTHER ARTISTS THESE DAYS? IT 
USED TO BE A CLOSED SHOP. 

Openness is exactly what the 
industry needs. Today, there are 



so many artists out there who are 
prepared to help each other. A few 
years ago they wouldn't tell you what 
needle or ink they used for instance. 
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That's another thing about Martin 
I mean, the guy had only known me 
five minutes and was showing me his 
techniques and saying 'Why don't you 
try this?', or 'I like doing this, I like 
doing that', which was great for me. 

Years ago, everyone was out for 
themselves and they didn't want 
anyone in on their territory. But now, 
there's so much competition that people 
have got to be as good as they can be, 

IF SOMEONE CAME IN HERE AND 
SAID, 'I WANT A TATTOO', WHAT 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO CREATE? 

Something mad; organic stuff, 
something that's unusual. People often 



come in and say 1 want something 
different' but then they follow that 
with 'I want a flaming angel' and you 
end up doing a design that you've 
done before. I want someone to 
come in and say 1 want something 
different' and truly mean it. It is almost 
getting to the stage where you can't 
do something completely different 
though: tattooing has been around 
so long and so much has been done. 
Still, I do like the bio-mechanical 
stuff that is coming through again. 

DO YOU ENJOY THE TATTOO 
SHOWS AND CONVENTIONS? 

I've been to a lot and, to be honest, 



I WANT SOMEONE TO COME ! 
AND SAY 'I WANT! 




they're grating on me a bit now. I 
don't know if that's because I've 
done so many in such a short space 
of time, or if having a young family 
makes it more difficult to be away 
from home. I think I'm going to wind 
down next year, concentrate on other 
things like the studio and my family. 
Some tinkering as well, maybe. 

TINKERING? WOULD YOU GET 
INTO THE TECHNICAL SIDE OF 
THINGS A BIT MORE THEN? 

I'd like to, I've always been one for 
getting my hands dirty. I was into 
bricklaying when 1 was at school and 
I've always liked building and tinkering 
with things, so I'd like to try to get into 
the machine side of things. Just for 
me really, not for the business just yet 
- maybe it'll turn into that eventually. 
And if it takes off, so much the better. 

IT'S NICE TO BE ABLE TO DO 
SOMETHING CREATIVE, OTHER 
THAN JUST TATTOOING. 

I wouldn't say that I don't enjoy 
tattoing anymore, because I do. It's 
just that as you get older, you start to 
look for those kicks in other things as 
well. Every tattooist needs a machine 
and it's good knowledge to have.© 



ly.y.up. 1F10 www.5kindeep.CD.uk 33 




top people to be around too. I do a 
guest spot now and again. Tleckies' 
is an awesome place to work. 

Carl, 'Cain', and Jeff are the 
funniest people to work with. Often, 
I'm laughing that much, I just can't 
tattoo. It's nice to expand and work at 
different places occasionally. It can help 
you keep a lot of skills that are easy to 
lose. To be a good tattooist, you've got 
to do everything all the time and not 
get stuck in a rut. Basically, it's good 
to get a kick up the arse sometimes 



MY OWN STUDIO HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN AN AMBITION 
EVER SINCE I STARTED 



MYSELF DOING MY OWN THING. 



THINGS WILL PAN OUT. 



WHERE DO YOU SEE YOURSELF 
IN ABOUT FIVE YEARS TIME? 

Probably still tattooing as much 
as I can. I'd like to split things 
up a little bit though, to see if 
the machine thing takes off. 

DO YOU SEE YOURSELF IN 
YOUR OWN STUDIO? 

I'll he honest, I'd really like to. Paul's a 
top guy, he knows the score.. .I've been 
here for three years and I've got no 
plans just yet. Having my own studio 
has always been an ambition ever 
since I started tattooing. I'd like to see 
myself doing my own thing. But who 
knows really how things will pan out. 

WHO WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
THANK FOR HELPING YOU 
OVER THE YEARS? 

There's an endless list! Right back at 
the beginning when I started, you've 
got Simon Caves, Ashley Gibson 
and Chris Marsden, they're the guys 
that really helped me get things off 
the ground and gave me a shove in 
the right direction. Then, everyone 
at Indigo, Paul and Lisa, they've 
helped a lot. The Tleckies' lads are 
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The biggest event in our tattooing calendar 



came at us like a herd of rampaging bison. 



The 2010 Jam was everything we expected 



it to be and so much more... 



"Welcome to t he madness! " 
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here are many ways 
to kick off the biggest 
weekend in our year 
and I almost made it 
to the cab share that 
Roman Abrego jumped 
into that was headed f 01 
the Racecourse. Almost being the key 
word as he was just a little bit too fast 
for me and those Doncaster cab drivers 
certainly know a good thing when they 
see it. Money was changing hands in 
the taxi rank faster than a weekend in 
Vegas at the poker tables. 

As luck would have it, later on 
that very same day, Roman being the 



rather splendid gentleman that he is 
gave up big chunk of his time to make 
up for it and sat down to talk to us 
pretty extensively about his life, the 
universe and everything else. 

In my book, that's how you start 
your run at a convention though to 
be perfectly frank, the time I spent 
at the train station waiting for the 
next cab to show up was just about 
all the downtime I had for the whole 
weekend. As soon as I was acquainted 
myself with this seriously excellent 
venue (they must have spent millions 
on it and it shows), it was off with 
a camera crew, a photographer, a 




Dictaphone and a 
bag of sharp wits to 
shanghai as many 
artists as possible to 
take part in our video 
interviews, rustle up 
future features for the 
magazine and soak up 
the atmosphere. 

With Paul Booth 
still being one of the 
biggest draws at 
this - or any other - 
convention, it was 
good to meet up 
with him again. He © 
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doesn't change much - but he does 
get better and better in his domain 
and puts so much back into the 
industry that the public never sees, 
that he probably deserves an award 
of some description - that would 
be apart from all the ones he has 
already. Ten years ago, he was the 
first tattoo artist I ever interviewed. 
In that conversation, I learned more 
about the art and the industry than 
I have in any other conversation 
since... and for that I feel justified in 
paying him this lip service. 

Not to be outdone (not 



that it was a 
competition), 
Brandon Bond 
made his 
presence well 
felt. This was 
definitely his 
year. More people 
asked me where 
they could And 
him than anybody 
else and with 
good reason. One 
look at his current 
portfolio show 
why his name is 
at the forefront of 
pop culture when 




it comes to the ink world. Sadly, as 
you can imagine, I never got even five 
minutes to sit down with him. That 
is one seriously in demand guy - and 
it's well deserved. He's what my old 
man would called a worker! If Bond 
believes in something, the whole 
world will get to know about it! 

...and then a strange and very 
unexpected thing happened. I was 
downloading some files for the 
boss man when Jodie Marsh showed 

" .v • i\ 



up - and I need to say this next bit 
out loud : I had preconceived notions 
about her, you can't help it with 
people in the public eye for apparently 
very little reason but she turned me 
around. Jodie gets a hard time in the 
press but I tell you what, she works 
hard at what she does - really hard. 
She was very nice to all of the people 
who work for Skin Deep and I found 
her to be a genuinely nice person. She 
had turned up to shoot a segment of a 
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Brandon Bond made his 



pres en ce well felt this year- 
More people asked where they 
could find him than anybody 
else and with good reason. 
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documentary she was making for TV 
but didn't act like a prima donna and 
was very respectful of the artists at 
work. It's always nice to be surprised. 

Anyway, after she had finished 
talking the hind legs off this donkey, I 
finally tracked down Megan Massacre 
at Deep Six who was busy battling 
the demon that gets to everybody at 
some time - the travel adaptor plug - 
and handed over a fistful of her cover 
shoot copies of Skin Shots. Delightful 
and committed are a couple of great 
words to use to describe her. Show me 
somebody that doesn't love what she 
does and I'll show you a person who's 
tired of life. 

Is that enough of Artist Friday? No? 
Want some more? I must have gone 
back to Tanane Whitfield's booth six 
or seven times only to find him - every 
single time - busy with the needles. 
That man never stops but I'll get him 
in the end. His name is in the front of 
the book as somebody I'm expecting 
great things from in the coming year. 
No pressure then... 

No review of the show would be 
justified without saying a huge thank 
you to all of the traders manning their 
stalls this year. You could barely go ten 
paces without digging your hand into 
your pocket - there's some seriously 



good merch out there at the moment. 

But all good Artist Friday's must 
come to an end - only this one never 
seemed to! That very same evening, 
the Tattoo Masters Ball started off 
innocuously enough with gentle chat 
but soon descended into the wanton 
banshee wailing of the Skin Deep 
Sirens hogging the karaoke stage - 
they weren't the only ones either. Is 
nothing sacred anymore? And you 
know, I like Journey, but I swear if I 
hear that damn song one more time... 

Thence came the award ceremony 
- nervous? Me? Having been in the 
job all of seven hours? Bring it on. I'll 
let everybody else be the judge of that 
but awards needed to be handed out 
and awards were - there was a great 
selection of winners this year and all 
more than justified. Somebody who 
was paying attention at the time will 
have recorded this for posterity and 
provided all the information in a nice 
box somewhere in this supplement. 
Me? I was too preoccupied with the 
9000 watt bulbs bearing down on me 




to be writing. 
But with the 

"official" (I use the 

term loosely) part 

over, the Ball got 

into swing mode 

within seconds. A 

big thank you to 

everybody who 

came over to say 

hi and talk about 

the magazine 

with me - it's 

always nice to 

be welcomed, 

though I must 

have missed a 

very important 

meeting about 

the evening as I did wonder why I was 

the only person there not dressed as a 

cowboy- 
Still with a long list of people to talk 

to, the weekend proper began very 

early. It's only a short walk from the 

hotel to the venue but what where 

all these people doing queuing up at 3 
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I must have returned to Tanane Whitfield's booth six or 



seven times only to find him - eve ry s ingle time - busy with 
the needles. The man never stops... 
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COMPETITION WINNERS 



As the morning wore on, the crowd outside iust 
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I 've seen some long lines in my ti me, but this 
came under the heading of serious. 



9.30 in the morning? And as the 
morning wore on, the crowd outside 
just got bigger and bigger. And then 
bigger again. I've seen some long lines 
in my time, but this came under the 
heading of serious. 

Once everybody was in, the Big 
Game began - the reason everybody 
came, and boy did they come from 
all corners of the globe to get some 
art from some of the best names in 
the business. It was a sight to behold 
watching people in line waiting for 
artists who have studios in the UK as 
well. It's very easy to forget with an 
international festival and big names 
being bandied about that the majority 
of artists are UK based and have come 
to work - and work hard. To those of 



you who are the backbone of this 
convention, we salute each of you! 
The temptation and tendency is 
always to concentrate on the big 
names but there are many worthy of 
accolades working the UK as well. 
With very little time to say hello 
to everybody, we can hopefully 
rectify that at future events, but 
meantime I was introduced to a very 
unassuming couple who caused 
my eyes to go very wide with the 
quality of their work. That would 
be Vblko and Simone at Euena 
Vista Tattoo Club - the results of 
our liaison can be found in tills 
month's magazine, sol don't need 
to say anything further. Apart from 
"thanks" and "wow" maybe. 
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oca] conventions, 
national conventions, 
international conventions, 
big conventions, small 
conventions, one day 
I events, three day 
* events... UK tattoo fans 
have a lot to choose from these days 
and a special art form deserves a 
special event. 

Tattoos are an extraordinary kind 
of art, a pure art. Tattoos cannot 
pass from hand to hand, cannot be 
sold on or auctioned, there is no 
secondary market, but there is an 
industry around them, magazines 
that document the community, 
conventions, prints, books and 
T-shirts. 

This special art form is related 
to the traditions of fine art, design 
and craft and despite developing 
separately, patterns and similarities 
can be identified. During the 
renaissance period, painters and 
sculptors sought to elevate their status 
beyond that of skilled replicators and 
thus elevate art itself, separating art 
from craft and bringing about a new 
understanding, a rebirth. Tattooing 
frequently enters renaissance periods, 
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specialise - collectors and enthusiasts 
do the same. Those that adorn their 
bodies may select one style, whether 
that is for a whole body suit or more 
strategically placed pieces. Others 
may decide to not decide and have 
wide variety of emblems and styles. 

Tattoo conventions proliferate; it 
is a packed event calendar and at 
some points during the year there 
are competing conventions on the 
same weekend, For conventions to be 
relevant to the art form they seek to 
promote, they must look to tattoos for 
their ethos and inspiration and must 
reflect the specialisms of tattooing in 
its contemporary form. Tattoo Jam 
does this by focussing on tattooers 
working in Realism, attracting some 
of the best artists in their held and 
building the event around them. That 
is not to say that fans of other styles 
will be disappointed, there is a little 
something for everyone here. 

Tattoo Jam's strength lies in its 
ability to attract the brightest and best, 
not just from the UK, but also from 
much further afield and brings them 
together in the not very glamorous or 
interesting city of Doncaster. 




for the bar and the cafeteria (the food 
is much better than is usual at large 
events). And also for the art gallery 
and some excitingly rare exhibits 
from the tattoomuseum.org, a private 
collection featuring painted circus 
banners, early flash and antique 
tattoo machines. 



The upstairs tattoo 
space, although out of 
the way, is fortunate 
to be bathed in 
wonderful natural 

light and making it a pleasant space to 
watch Xed L Head and friends from his 
new Divine Canvas shop laboriously O 
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craft some of the most beautiful black 
work tattoos in the world, both by 
machine and by hand. This airy space 
was also a temporary home to the 
staff of Tattooligans, Greece. George 
Mavridis' expert blend of Realism 
and Traditional resulted in the well- 
deserved title of Best Tattoo of the 
Convention, the most impressive of all 
of the category winners. 

Tattoo Jam is a convention that 
remains focussed on tattooing and 
tattoo art and does not get distracted 
by additional cultural phenomenon, 
there are no skateboard ramps or 
burlesque dancers here, just lots of 
(almost 300) working tattooists, some 
relevant art and a few bands. 

Of course, this means that the 
calibre of the artists really must 
stand up to scrutiny and happily the 
convention is mostly successful in 
this endeavour. 

Tattoo artist highlights included 
Tanane Whitfield, who travelled all 



the way from 
Virginia Beach to | 
make witty, high 
colour tattoos, 
almost direct 
opposites of the 
dark, demonic 
imagery tattooed 
on the other side 
of the room by 
another US artist, 
Paul Booth. 

Although 
the artists at 
Tattoo Jam are 
predominantly 
Realism 
specialists, the 

tattooers representing the Traditional 
style were far from disappointing 
- Tutti Serra, Drew Romero, Scarlet 
Hel, Simon Erl, all young up and 
comers bringing their own slants 
to Traditional Western styles and 
imagery. Others working the show 
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included Lionel Fahy, a man whose 
witty, conceptually fractured tattoos 
deserve a category all of their own. 
Tattoo Jam also welcomed British 
Tattoo Royalty, Lai Hardy and 
Louis Molloy. 

Well organised and stage-managed, 
the convention managed the miracle of 
on-time concise, judging. Tattoo Jam 
gets it right where other conventions 
fail with an interesting and relevant 
host (comedian Jim Smallman) who 
entered his latest tattoo into the Best 
of Sunday competition, a category 
that was fiercely contested, reflecting 
the high standard of work produced 
at the show. Leigh Oldcorn's Del Boy 
portrait, winner of Best of Saturday is 
indicative of the quality. 

The convention art gallery was a 
smorgasbord of visual stimulation 
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provided collaboratively by Big 
Tattoo Planet.com and 2021 Visual 
Arts Centre. Artworks on display 
were executed in a variety of 
mediums by tattooers such as 
Angelique Houtkamp, Alex 
Binnie and Louis Molloy and 
artists working with tattoo 
imagery such as Sin Eater 
Illustration and Cat Scott. 

Tattoo Jam offers a opportunity 
to view contemporary tattooing 
in its current renaissance 
period, a chance to see tattoo 
artists taking the traditional 
craft forward and continually 
elevating the status of tattooing 
to where it belongs, that of an 
art. Not many conventions can 
claim that, but one weekend in 
Doncaster, certainly can."^ 
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Tattoo Books 



• Huge range including Skin Shows, 
Body Art, Tattooed Women and Expose. 

• Flash - all latest designs, including 
Japanese range. 

• Best prices around. 

Order online or call: 

01796 482102 tar 

www.tattoobooks.co.uk 
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Stay up to date by tallowing us on Twitter ©Sourpuss Brand and an Facebook 
htlp Vwwwtacobook.cofn/pages/Sourpuss Ctotfiing/5C 704521268' 




EXTREME NEEDII 

EXPECT STANDARDS OF SERVICE THAT YOU WILL 
NOT FIND ANYWHERE ELSE 

LICENCED ISY HII ( 111 Ol VVLSIMINSII R 

CLINICAL STANDARDS OF HYGIENE ISTHI 
HALLMARK OF OUR STUDIO 

CUSTOM AND FREEHAND TATT OOING 

REWORKING OF OLD TATTOOS & COVER UP 
SEPECIALISTS 

ALL PIERCINGS AVAILABLE INCLUDING: 

ItOTlLlL OlU'tudrraul, nilrti hiit^s Jrinul pum.irv 4* plai picTTin^ 
AM kind* ■>( fcwJk mtHlifnjImn jvjiUhlr vjr,. impUnt, -pliltmtf. n m.> . I-. 

LARGE RANGE OF BODY JEWELLERY 

Located in China Town & Leicester Square London 

www.extremeneedle.co.uk 
info@ extremeneedle.co.uk 

020 7287 7766 
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After two years as an apprentice at 65th Street 
Tattoo in Seattle, Aaron Bell was surprisingly left a 
studio for next to nothing. He renamed it Slave to the 
Needle and 15 years later it's still at the same address 
in a neighbourhood that's gone from bad to good. 



Slave to the Needle 

508 W 65th Street 
Seattle 
WA 98117 
USA 

+1 206 789 2618 
www. sla vetotheneedle.com 




fter a decade of 
tattooing out of his 
house in Anaheim, 
California, Aaron Bell 
got a chance to tattoo 
for real, at 65th Street 
Tattoo in Seattle, 
Washington, and he took it. In 1993 he 
moved north to 'clean up his act', as he 
puts it himself. Unfortunately he ended 
up working in what then was one of the 
worst neighbourhoods in Seattle. 

"When I first got there we were 
always strapped and it was consistent 
with the lifestyle I grew up with. 
Every time a bike drove by, the owner 
would grab his shot gun and stand in 
the doorway to see who it was. There 
were people selling crack outside the 
bars and we had a couple of drive-bys. 
Since we also had the A A there, we 
used to joke about this being the only 



place where you could get drunk, shoot 
someone and then turn yourself around 
But I put up with it because I got a 
chance to tattoo." 

Just two years later Aaron took 
over the shop. 

"My boss got transferred to a 
different chapter of his bike club, so 
he sold it to me for next to nothing, 
and I changed the name to Slave to 
the Needle." 

Today everything's different. The 
studio is still in the same spot, but 
around the same time that Aaron 
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and the shop 65th Street Guns is now 
an espresso stand. Business couldn't be 
better, but again, it's not quite as fun." 

And in a way, Aaron considers 
himself lucky to have experienced all 
this, because in the process he's learned 
some valuable lessons. 

"The guy who taught me had learned 
how to tattoo in San Quentin and theO 




took over the shop, the area was in 
transition. That transformation is 
now complete and instead the area is 
considered trendy. 

"The yuppies started moving in, 
which isn't necessarily a good thing. 
The clientele used to be really seedy but 
it was also a lot of fun. I've got to admit 
that. The bars became microbreweries 




way I was exposed to it, I learned some 
important work ethics a lot of people 
don't know about. For instance, you 
don't automatically tattoo what people 
want because they might not know 
what it means." 

Aaron Bell started tattooing out of his 
house in Anaheim in 1984, where he 
grew up in the punk rock scene. For 15 
years he played rhythm guitar in bands 
like Convicted and Blind Hatred and he 
came close to releasing an album, but 
after a while tattooing took over. 

"We actually recorded an album, but 
it was never released. Then my wife got 
pregnant and I bought the shop, so I 
had to choose my creative outlet." 

In the end, Aaron never got to tour 
with a band, however, in tattooing he 
found something he was looking for as 
a band member. 

"I got to go to conventions and there 
are people who come from far away just 
to get tattooed by me and see my art, so 



TATTOO WHAT PEOPLE WANT 



KNOW WHAT IT MEANS. 
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TO FOLLOW UP MY WORK. 



I get that same appreciation I wanted 
being inaband." 

Besides tattooing and playing punk 
rock tie also had some loose jobs on the 
way, and one of them actually brought 
him to Seattle. 

"I did some screen printing out of my 
garage, so I was designing and printing 
some t- shirts for the owner of the studio 
in Seattle." 

When Aaron first started off, his style 
of tattooing came from the punk rock 
scene. In other words, he did a lot of 
skulls. After having moved to Seattle, 



the bike world came in as an influence. 
When he bought the shop he was 
suddenly left on his own to explore 
his own style. 

"I had no teacher anymore and new 
school was coming out sol jumped on 
that. I did a lot of atrocious stuff while 
experimenting, although staying in 
one place allowed me to follow up my 
work. Around 2000 1 found myself more 
drawn to the oriental style, and that's 
mainly what I do today, I like to work in 
large scale and I like the fact that it has 
hundreds of years of history. "t> 
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WE USED TO TURN PEOPLE AWAY 
AT THE DOOR AND REFER THEM 
TO OTHER SHOPS, SO I THOUGHT 
WHY NOT JUST REFER THEM TO 
OURSELVES INSTEAD? 

Ten years after having purchased 
the flrst shop Aaron got the opportunity 
to buy a second one in Seattle, and 
so he did. 

"We used to turn people away at the 
door and refer them to other shops, so 
I thought why not just refer them to 
ourselves instead? " 

Suddenly he was a work leader 
governing two Seattle shops featuring 
15 artists: 

"When I bought the shop I had only 
been tattooing for real for a couple of years 
and coining out of the hardcore scene it 
was a complex situation. There we solved 
stuff by fighting, but now we had to work 
tilings out In the beginning I held in a lot 
There was a lot of anxiety. But now I know 
that communication is important." 

Aaron has also learned a screening 
process when it comes to hiring artists 
for his studios. 

"I used to hire them only based on 
their work. I wouldn't check references. 
There are a lot of prima donnas out there 
and if they don't leave the last place with 
a blessing, there's a big chance they will 
recreate their past. Nowadays we have 
people doing guest spots first to make 
sure it works for both sides. 
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07877 209897 FOR APPOINTMENT 
EMAIL JAYSINKSTATTOOS@AOL.CO.UK 
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we asked one of them out loud - and got some killer answers. 




WEN 1SL 



"I believe the secret to 
a great cover-up is to 
be sure the new design 
complements the shape and 
, contours of the body, But it 

| is equally important to be 
H sure the new design has a 
I lot going on where it covers 
the old one to prevent an 
obvious bleed through" 










AMANDA SI 
RENAISSANCE, 
RICKMANSWORTH 



"Try to move the 
focal point away 
from what you're 
trying to cover 
up, The eye will 
always look to a 
human face first 
if there is one 
available, which 
is exactly what 
happens in this 
example" 





"Know what you're doing before 
attempting a cover-up, don't go in 
half cocked. The worst thing in the 
world is covering a cover-up! Plan it, 
and expect it to be at least double the 
original tattoo size. A true successful 
cover is not knowing there was ever 
a tattoo under your cover-up." 
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important tt 
tattoo for a cover-up, sc 
of camouflage without 
up with an obvious little mass of black 
ink, Some people don't want to go with a 
bigger image, and that can make it easier 
to spot as a cover up in the first place." 
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INSURANCE WC^ R L D 

Provide cover for Tattooists and Body 
Piercers in the UK and Ireland for: 

• Public and Employees Liability 
• Shop Cover 
■ Treatment Risk Cover 
• Convention and Work Away Cover 
- Autoclave Pressure Testing 
• Tattoo Removal By Laser 

Contact Cart now 
on 01604 615427 or 
Email carl.tero@insurance-world.co.uk 
or check out the website 
www.tat2insure.co.uk 

fax 01604 615407 or post to 
11 Billing Road. Northampton NN1 5AW 



TATTOOING AND BODY PIERCING 

www.garthstattoos.co.uk 
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"When doing a 
cover up, textures 
help out a lot, 
They distract the 
eyes from what's 
underneath." 
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Formerly Colchester Tattoo Extravaganza 

November 1 3th & 1 4th 201 

IN SXJI?r»ORT OF 

for 

HEROES 




FEATURING: 



A Military Theme 
Live Tattooing 

Live Bands & Entertainment 
Angle Grinding shows 

Tattoo Competition 

Samoan Traditional Tattooing 



Classic Vehicles 
Body Piercing 
Trade Stands 
Fire Art 
Competitions 
And More 




At The Martello Holiday Park 
Walton, Essex C0 1 4 8 QP 

Tickets : 

Weekend tickets £15 in advance 

Day tickets £10 per day at the gate 

1/2 Price Tickets for M.O.D staff 
(M.O.D ID Required) 

Gates open 12pm-12am Sat 
10am -7 pm Sun 

For Tickets & more info 

Call: 01 787 464946 

www.eastcoasttattooexpo.co.uk 
www.myspace.com/eastcoasttattooexpo 
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y 997 was an important year 
r for tattoo enthusiasts and 

artists in New York. That 
was the year when tattooing 
became legal in the city 
again. Before that people 
had to go to, for example, 
New Jersey to adorn their skin with 
ink based art. 

The year after that, the first New 
York City convention was held. 

"There was a great need for a 
convention in New York at the time 
and it was started by Steve Bonge, 
Butch Garcia and Wes Wood. They were 
the owners and I was kind of the fourth 
person helping out," says Clayton 
Patterson, now the only one 
left alongside Steve Bonge. 

From the start the convention has 
been held in the historical building that 
is Roseland Ballroom, located on 52 
Street, just a stone's throw away from 
busy Times Square, the heart of New 
York City. 

"Steve wanted a great historical 
building, a landmark with class, and 
he was able to hook up Roseland. It'sO 



It's a cultural centre where a lot of great bands 
have played and of course it used to be a 
ballroom. It's a great place to have the convention. 
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It's a cultural center where a lot of 
great bands have played and of course 
it used to be a ballroom. It's a great 
place to have the convention. 



a cultural center where a lot of great 
bands have played and of course it used 
to be a ballroom. It's a great place to 
have the convention. Also, in this area, 
the convention is a reasonably priced 
entertainment. For 20 dollars you get 
a full day's experience. If you go to a 
movie and buy some popcorn, that's 20 
dollars right there. We also have good 
food at good prices. " 

One thing that strikes me during 
the weekend, though, is the almost 
complete lack of entertainment in 




66 www.sldQEleep.co.uk LfKiie 19f! 



More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 



Ik 



Wr TJ 



I'M 



addition to the actual convention. In 
conventions all over the world you get 
to see bands, burlesque shows and 
circus sidesliows. But not here. Again it 
has to do with the location: 

"This is not an art show or anything 
like that, it's a tattoo show. If you have 
bands playing it's loud and hard for the 
tattooists to talk to the customers and it 
takes over. All the focus is on the band." 

Instead the bustling activity of the 
Times Square area is one of the main 
features of the convention in itself, 
according to Patterso: 

"This is Midtown Manhattan. If you 
want to do sometliing else for a while 
you can just walk out the door and go to 
David Letterman or a Broadway show 
or whatever. You can be entertained all 
the way from here to the first corner. 
Yesterday there was a block party right 
across the street, so why should we have 
Paul Booth doing art fusion downstairs?" 

Aaron Bell, from Slave to the Needle, 
in Seattle, Washington, confirms 
Patterson's theories. 

"This is my seventh year here and 
always I bring the family. Since we're 
in Times Square there's a lot to do of 
everything. There's generally not a lot 
of culture in the States, so if you want to 
grasp a little of it, this would 
be the place." 

Friday is quite slow and as I walk 
around I can't say that I'm very 
impressed by the artwork covering the 
skin of the visitors. To me a lot of it 
seems like European work, but sloppy. 

Come Saturday though, that all 
changes. It's by far the busiest day of 
the three. The quality of the tattoos 
actually being produced at the 
convention throughout the weekend 
is as good as any I've been to, but on 
Saturday the artwork on the visitors' 
arms and legs also seem to have 
increased a lot.9 
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Since we're in Times Square there's a lot 
to do of everything. There's generally not a 
lot of culture in the States, so if you want to 
grasp a little of it, this would be the place. 




Back in 1961, tattooing in | 
New Yoik City was forced 
underground when the 
City Health Department 
figured it had found a 
series oJ hepatitis cases 
coming torn studios. 

It wastl until 1985 - 
24 years later, but still 12 
years before k would he 
legal again in 1997 - that 
the New York Tattoo 
Society came together. 
The society went on to 
form the basis of the 
group thai. Would briny 
about the change that 
was needed - and these 
wore people who really 
wanted change, but It 
took until 1996 for their 
efforts to truly come 
together. 

To begin with, the 
city wanted to introduce 
totally unworkable 
regulations that included 
(6000 licencing fees, 
having their say on what 
kind of lights were used 
and even down so far as to 
what studios were allowed 
to use to decorate with. 

Eventually, sanity 
prevailed and a set of 
regulations that would 
work for both artists and 
the city came about - these 
included a S10D dollar 
licence fee and a health 
department exambauoiL 
Conversely, artists found 
operating illegally, OJiild 
face serious fines. 

Which brings us to 
today where we find 
NYC to be a city bustling 
with activity some of the 
most famous names in 
the world... 
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Saturday is also the day when a lot of 
people go up to Paul Booth's famous 
studio Last Rites after the convention 
closes, to view a gallery opening. 




On Friday, Ish, from Tattooish in 
Netherlands Antilles, walked away with 
the Best of Day trophy. On Saturday 
Placaso, from California, wins his first 
of two. 

Saturday is also the day when a lot 
of people go up to Paul Booth's famous 
studio Last Rites after the convention 
closes, to view a gallery opening 
featuring macabre art made foremost by 
tattoo artists, 

Paul Booth and Aaron Bell are both 
part of what Clayton Patterson thinks 
of as almost an international family 
gathering. A lot 
of the artists have 
been working the 
convention from 
the beginning 
and one of those 
is Frank from 
The Spirit of Art 
Tattoo in Bremen, 
Germany. He's 
been coming to 
New York since 
year one. 

"The first year 
the ban had just 
been lifted and 
Frank Sinatra was 
dying so they 
were playing New 
York, New York 
the whole time, 
and we were all 
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like a big family. We, who came from 
Europe, were also much respected. At 
a restaurant we even ended up in a 
picture in a news paper. " 

Since then he's seen a change in 
the attitude in people in New York 
and at the convention. It has, of 
course, to do with another important 
date in American, and world, history, 
September 11, 2001. 

"The city changed and it's not so 
much of a rock'n'roll city as it used to 
be. People are not so open-minded 
and happy anymore. They're still a 
bit scared." 

He actually became a victim of this 
scare himself once, when he missed his 
only New York show so far: 

"I was talking to this Pakistani 
business man in customs. I said some 
bad things about George W. Bush, 




which they heard, and they sent me 
home. I had to do two interviews at the 
embassy in Germany to be allowed back 
in the country." 

Although, when it comes to the 
actual art of tattooing, he instead finds 
Americans a bit more open-minded 
than Europeans. 

"In Europe you got to have this or 
that, but here you can change around, 
mix things up.""$f 
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Studio 18 

Body Jewellery 

Quality titanium & surgical steel body jewellery 
direct from the country's leading manufacturer 

♦ Expert technical advice ♦ Surface bars 

♦ Wide range of products ♦ Industrial bars 

♦ Threading tools & needles ❖ Next day delivery 

♦ Export service 





See our full range of products at: 
www.qualitybodyjewellery.com 

or contact us for our FREE catalogue: -J I. 

tel: +44(0)116 286 2376 _ 
email: dave@studio18itd.co.uk ! 



Studio 18 28a Town send Road, Enderby, 
MyJaiuoKdm Leicester LE 1 9 4PG . TRADE ONLY 




Is now available digitally at 
www.2ini0.com 
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Takethisccmpleted form, or acopy of ittoyourlocalnewsagentwhowill 
reserveyourcopy of Skin Deep. Some newsagents even offer a home delivery 
making it even eas ier to ensure you don't m i ss a n issue. Once set u p, your copy of 
SkinDeepwillbeheldforyoutocollect.savingyouthetimeandthefnjstration 
of havin g to search the newsstand. 

So don't miss an issue, simply complete this form and take to your local newsagent today! 
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YOUR DETAILS PLEASE COMPLETE IN BLOCK CAPITALS 



Name; 
Address: 



Postcode: 



Daytime Telephone: 
E-Mail: 



*[teler.t as appropriate 



Please mention Skin Deep when responding to adverts. 







; SIOM SMITH 1 PICTURES: JAY MCLMICHUH 





nnce in a while, somebody special comes along who fulfils 
Son mo' e than oneUt Whilst we were whit l.ng 
down ootential cover models for this issue, we also had in 
he ba of S ^nds something that we hadn't touched on 
ecently that readers quite often mail in about and that was 
how people with a lot of ink get by in their regular jobs. So 
when we dSered that Cardiff's Hollie Bryant was a nurse 
(and not a member of Torchwood), how could we resist! 




ardiff has really turned 
itself into a fun place to 
be these days. The last 
time I came here - quite 
some time ago - it was a 
city on its knees begging 
to be put to sleep. It's hard not to f aU in 
love with the place. The same can be 
said of Hollie - fiercely proud of her art 
and more than willing to tell the whole 
world about it, I don't even have to ask 
her anything before she gets going... 

"I got my first tattoo at 15 whilst 
truanting from school! A small, poorly 
designed Celtic piece on my stomach 
which thankfully, today is almost 
nowhere to be seen. Four years, three 
bad tattoos and an awful lot wiser, I set 
my eyes on the work of Dawnii Fantana 
{Painted Lady Tattoo Parlour). Her work 
was so bright, bold and original I was 
entranced immediately. I knew I wanted 
work done and it all went from there. 
Over the next four years Dawnii did my 
chest piece, side piece, Hawaiian sleeve 
and many a lower leg piece at various 
conventions. She's awesome!" 

"Later, Phil Kyle at Magnum Opus 
did my left sleeve including my egg 
timer and gypsy mirror and the roses, 
I really admire his work and have a 
good collection of his paintings over my 
walls at home. I also have pieces by Jo 
Harrison and Simon Erl on the same arm 
- again, both artists whose tattoo and 
artwork I adore." 

"I love old school imagery and try to 
incorporate those elements into my ideas 
for ink. I always have the initial ideas but 
leave it up to the artists to interpret them 
in their own way and make the tattoo 
their own. I'm definitely not regimental 
in any particular style however I do love 



colour and all of my ink is pretty bright. 
Animals also tend to feature a lot in my 
ink partly because I'm vegan, partly 
because I'm fascinated with birds. I'm 
like the crazy bird lady with seven birds 
scattered around the place!" 

I assume you're not quite done yet... 

"I've got a lot of work to go yet! I've 
just had my Vegan tattoo started by 
Chris Hatton at Physical Graffitti. They 
are the cutest thigh pieces, that guy 
is super talented! I can't wait to get 
them finished. Then I hope to start ray 
back piece next year. I'm traditional 
Japanese at the moment but who knows 
what might happen with that - there 
are so many awesome artists out there! 
Sometime in the future, I'd like to get 
work by Buena Vista Tattoo Club, 
Uncle Allan, Matt Difa and Leah Moule 
- there's more but those spring to the 
front of my mind." 

For better or worse - depending on 
which side of the fence you're on - the 
public profile of tattoo art is possibly 
the highest it's ever been thanks to the 
media, does it affect you professionally? 

"I'm a nurse - a regular nurse that 
looks after ill folk. I started getting 
heavily tattooed whilst in my nurse 
training. Everyone tends to assume I got 
all my tattoos before for some reason 
but most of them came after I qualified. 
It doesn't make you a shit nurse to be 
tattooed but there's still an awful lot of 
misconceptions surrounding tattoos and 
people definitely tend to perceive you 
differently. I've learnt that over the last 
few years. People don't expect to see a 
heavily tattooed nurse when they walk 
into a doctor's surgery but I'm doing my 
best to change views. I'm good at what 
I do and tattoos don't change that." 




So what's the big plan? Are you 
quite happy being a nurse by day and 
modelling when you can or are you 
looking to push the modelling so that 
you can maybe give up nursing and 
come back to it later? 

I love nursing, it's my bread and 
butter but I love modelling equally. 
I think I've managed to find a happy 
medium to be honest. Nursing is work 
that I love to bits but modelling is more 
play and a chance to relax and get 
creative. I think I've found the right 
balance that allows me to do both. I'd 
love to have more time to shoot though. 
I have a lot I want to achieve in the next 
year modelling wise and slowly but 
surely, I'm working my way through 
a big list. I don't intend on giving 
up nursing but I definitely intend on 
pushing the modelling side of tilings. 3 
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I DO LOOK REALLY 
DIFFERENT I TRY TO BL 
VERSATILE AKD NOT JUST 
STICK TO ONE LOOK IN SHOOTS 



There's no set plan, I'm just going 
with the flow right now." 

From all of the things you've said 
here, it's evident that you're very much 
in charge of where you're going - does 
that translate into the kind of shoots 
you like to do? 

"I do like to have a lot to do with the 
production of the shoots, but the whole 
team tend to contribute creatively. I like 
to take an active role in the process but 
you have to value the photographer's 
direction and opinion. They've taken a 
million pictures before and know what 
looks good and what doesn't. It's really 
important to find a good team to work 
with. Experience is a prerequisite but 
most of all for me, they need to be fun 
to work with. It's nice to bring your own 
ideas to the shoot but it's really helpful 
to take advice. That way you can keep 
things simple and be yourself. " 

I confess to Hollie that when the 
contact sheets landed on my desk, I split 
her into two different piles. Both made 
the "extremely possible for the cover" 
pile but I filed her as two different people 
and it wasn't until later in the day that I 
figured out they were both her... 

"Charming! I agree though. I do look 
really different. I try to be versatile and 
not just stick to one look in shoots. It's 
fun changing the way you look to suit 
particular briefs. I like a challenge! 
It's important to be able and willing 
to do that. No one wants to see the 
same thing over and over again 
do they? I don't have different 
personas as such - I'm always just 
Hollie Bryant. I just like to mix things 
up a bit every now and again. This is 
definitely not all of me though - there's 
more where that came from! '"$f 





72 



www.sldiideep.co.uk ]By.ue 



CALL FOR ENTRIES 

We are calling on all beautiful 
tattooed women for a 
BigTattooPlanet.com calendar 
that will be a celebration of 
independence, pride and the 
sheer beauty of all tattooed 
women. It will be elegantly 
produced and given outfree 
in issue 1 93 of Skin Deep, the 
UK's Best Selling Tattoo 
Magazine. 

You don't need to have much, 
or indeed any, professional 
modelling experience- 
but you must have great 
ink, a beautiful smile and beat 
least 21 -years-old to enter. 






Over 25 years experience 




www.timelessinktanoostudio.Gom 

116 Fisherton street, Salisbury, Wilts, SP2 7QT 



01722 334605 




Add us on Facebook and Myspace for more info 




When I was eighteen, I got my first tattoo. This 
rite of passage took place when I was in the army 
and the 'tattooist' was none other than the cook on 
our base. Now, when I say cook, I am using this term 
in the loosest possible way... 



I don't think he actually cooked 
anything; he was more of a 
dogsbody around the kitchen, 
doing all the shit jobs no one else 
wanted to do! Jack had started 
— I — army life on a two-year stretch 
but he kept getting it extended due to 
his uncooperative and unacceptable 
behaviour. He was what the officers 
called a NAAFI - Mo Ambition And 
Fuck All Interest. 

The truth was, Jack was a 
stark raving lunatic, but to us 
roofies (newbies) he was a lifeline. 
During basic training, when any form of 
alcohol was banned, Jack could always 
be counted on to have some for sale. But 
the most important business Jack ran 
was his tattoo studio. 

Of course, being in a camp in the 
middle of the bush and taking part in a 
banned activity, his 'studio' was actually 
a toilet cubicle off the main mess. 
Opening hours were normally late at 
night when all the officers had gone off 
to the main base to get drunk and moan 
about the squaddies. And Jack's 'tattoo 
machine', well, that was a work of 
art! His equipment 
I of choice was quite 
I ingenious but highly 
I suspect. He had a 
H mad contraption 
I made up of a remote 
I control car motor, a 
I wire, a pin and one 
*ri J H of those disposable 

I pens. Of course 
I this never worked 
! I properly, or at all, so 
. I he would just dip the 
I I pin in the ink and 
I scratch you with it 
i I until his masterpiece 

I got the initials 
■ of my girlfriend 
I tattooed on my upper 

I ^-^M arm. Nothing fancy, 

Jack only had blue 
ink for one thing. He couldn't draw too 
well either, not that this stopped him 
from tattooing us, or deterred us from 




I also learnt that fear and wanting to 
fit in, is a shit reason to set a tattoo. 



getting tattooed. I guess you just had to 
be selective when choosing your piece. 
'Keep it small and not too detailed, ' 
comes to mind. 

I remember there being a lot of pain, a 
lot of blood and a lot of swearing. Much 
more than was necessary for two letters ! 
I also remember a lingering infection for 
the next few weeks. 

Of course, being eighteen, we thought 
this was the coolest tiling since finding 
our father's stash of porn mags. We 
were in the army and we were getting 
tattooed - we were hard men. The truth 
of it was that we were just youngsters, 
fresh out of school, trying to survive in 
an environment we had been fearing 
since we first heard our older friends 
talking about getting sent away to do 
their army service. We just wanted to fit 
in, show we were handling the situation. 
But it was all, literally, skin deep. 

It wasn't long before I got the scratch 
tattoo covered up. I succumbed to the 
'her name on you' curse and she broke 
up with me soon after I had got it done. 



Just another life lesson stored away 
for the future. Fortunately, or luckily, 
enough I hadn't gone for a big piece hke 
some of my comrades-in-arms had. 

I don't know what happened to 
Jack, he was still running around the 
kitchen wheeling and dealing when 
I was transferred to another camp. I 
don't know what happened to the ex- 
girlfriend either, but I do know that I 
won't let just anyone scratch any shit on 
me anymore. 

I leamt very quickly that, just like 
everything else in life, having the 
equipment and know how doesn't 
necessarily make you an expert on 
a subject. I also learnt that fear and 
wanting to fit in, is a shit reason to get 
a tattoo. 

Lastly, I leamt that there is no so such 
thing as the 'her name on you' curse. The 
trick is to make sure you are both really 
in love and are going to be together 
forever before getting his or her name 
tattooed on your arm, or even braver, in 
inch high lettering across your neck."j^ 
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More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 
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• World's largest recognised brand of 
tattoo aftercare products 

• A broad range of products and formulations 

• Specifically developed for the tattoo 
and piercing market 

• No animal testing 

• Dermatologist tested 

• European Union Registere 



NEW 




To order please visit 



contains olive oil to 
provide long lasting 
protection against 
dryness. 

Ideal for new and 
old tattoos as well 
as minor nicks, \ 
scrapes and sun 
burned skin. 





i 



BARBERraDTS ^>7 



Churchill Way Chapeltown Sheffield England S35 2PY 
ORDER HOTLINE: 0114 257 6022 • ORDER ON-LINE: www.tattoogoo.co.uk 
EMAIL: info@tattoogoo.co.uk • FAX ORDERS TO: 0114 257 6222 
All major credit cards accepted. 



Class i fi eri s/Pa rsnn als -4 

TOTT0^ tour 

GET A JOB! GET A PARTNER! GET SOME FRIENDS! GET A LIFE! WHATEVER YOU NEED, A FREE ADVERT 
IN TATTOO TOUR WILL FIND IT FOR YOU. DID WE MENTION THIS IS A FREE SERVICE? SEND YOUR ADS TO 
TATTOO TOUR, THE OLD SCHOOL, HIGHER KIMNERTON, CHESTER CH4 9 A J: EDrTOR@SKlNDEEP.CO. UK 



All details correct at time of going tc press. Ads cannot be accepted over the phone. 'Jobs Offered' ads must be 
written on studio headed paper or accompanied by business card. We recommend that women do not include their 
home address in personal ads. We reserve the right to refuse any advert. Maximum 35 words for Personal Ads please 
When placing an advert please include a contact phone number/address 



UKCONVEMTIONS2010 



SEPTEMBER 18TH - 19TH 
COVENTRY INK 

info@coventryink .com 
024 7636 1035 

1vww.coventj7ink.com/cor2ventjQn 

SEPTEMBER 24TH - Z6TH 

THE LONDON TATTOO CONVENTION 

www. tJieJondonta ttoocon ven tion. com 

OCTOBER 30TH - 3 1ST 
HALLOWEEN TATTOO BASH 

Newton Abbot Racecourse, 

Devon, TO. 12 3AF 

07768 062253 

www. m yspace.com/ 

haiioweentaztoobash 

hallo ween tattoobash@hoZmail. Co. uk 

OCTOBER 30TH - 3 1ST 
DUBLIN TATTOO CONVENTION 

D4 Hotel, Balsbridge, Dublin 
info@dublinzattooconvention.com 
www. duhlin ta ZZoocon ven tion . com 



OVERSEAS CONVENTIONS 2010 



AUGUST 27TH - 29TH 

14TH STOCKHOLM INK BASH 

International Tattoo Convention 
at Munchenbryggeriet 
www. stockliolminkbash . com 

SEPTEMBER 3RD - 5TH 
4TH CASTELLON TATTOO 
CONVENTION (SPAIN) 

www. caszeUontazzooconvenzion. com 
www. spaintatZoocon venzions. com 

SEPTEMBER 4TH - 5TH 

5TH ASSEN TATTOO CONVENTION 

Wederland, DeSmelt - Stadsbroek 
17 Ass en 

www. taZZooconvenZieassen.com 

OCTOBER 1ST - 3RD 

13TH BARCELONA TATTOO EXPO 

www. barcelonaia ttooexpo , com 

OCTOBER 2ND - 3RD 
10TH SWITZERLAND 
INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION 

St.Gallen Switzerland 
at Furstenlandsaal,9200 Gossau 
www. tatzoo-convention-sg.ch 
www. tatZoo- tim e. ch 

NOVEMBER 13TH- 14TH 

BRUSSELS INTERNATIONAL TATTOO 

CONVENTION 

Tour & Taxis Erussles, Havenlaan 
86c, 1000 Brussels, Belgium 
www. brussellstattoocon ven tion.be 

MARCH 4TH - STH 2011 
TATTOO WORLD STRASBOURG 
(FRANCE) 

For more info; pizzandloveCihotmail .fr 



PERSONAL ADVERTS 



28, single male, 5'8 M , muscular build, 
blue eyes, shaved head, two piercings, 
very lovable. Seeking female IB- 30 for 
pen pal or more. Write to: Peter Watry 
420047, RCI, Kenosha West, P.O. box 
900, Sturtevant, WI 53177, USA. [190) 



Sam, male, 20, B'ham, serving time, 
out 2011. Seeking pen pals, don't need 
same interests. I'm a graffiti artist, artist, 
rapper, singer/song/poem writer and 
producer. Have got 37 tats done myself, 
GSGH, friendly, not bothered about 
clothes/music tastes. For more info 
write to; Samuel Rogers A.0619AJ, HMP 
Brinsford, New Road, Featherstone, 
Wolverhampton, WV10 7PY. (190) 

Aging naughty creature with over 
half my body covered in ink, and still 
going. Loves horses, nature's beauty, 
fifties rock, amazing bridges, laughing 
in bed. Looking for lovely big wench 
for friendship and passionate times. 
E-mail: phildrake@hotmail.co.uk (190} 

Males, 30s, tattooed and pierced, 
Looking for sexy, tattooed and pierced 
ladies for friendship and fun. Please text 
me on 07745907911. (190) 

Horny Midlands punk, mid 40s, seeks 
sexy fun with like minded females. 
Contact Rob on 07775106741. (190) 

Male, single, intelligent, caring, 
Nottingham, into art, music, writing. 
Seeks female for relationsliip. Text 
07935321966. (190) 

Handyman, 48, with the power tool! 
Passionate, friendly, seeks naughty, 
raunchy, busty female, 20-50 for no 
strings fun meetings! Norfolk, UK. Text 
07507312538(190) 

Heavily tattooed 34 year old bloke 
looking for someone to write to. Been 
in the shovel for a while and will be 
for a wliile longer. Don't judge me yet. 
Write to: Kristen Geraghty A7834AH, 
HMP Ford, Arundel, West Sussex, EN13 
0EX. (190) 

Hi, I'm 30, separated, no kids and I 
live in Australia. I love to travel and 
cook and am into tattoos, hot rods and 
animals. I'd love a pen pal, any age 
or sex. Tammy Morris, 2 Merriwa St, 
Booragul, NSW, 2284 Australia. (190) 

Sensitive, 28 year old, male goth from 
Banbury /Leamington Spa area. 1 am 
loyal, romantic, honest and caring. Also 
extremely open minded. I'm looking for 
a woman (only) between the ages of 
25-45 for loyal long-term relationship. 
Iam into goth, metal, 80s, electronica, 
bats, horror films, the paranormal, 
supernatural, occult, wolves, long 
cuddles in candle lit rooms. Women 
with disabilities, children and 
transgender most welcome. Please 
text me and make my lonely heart 
complete. NO liars or unfaithful women 
please. Text me on 07908969249. 
Annette Olson look-a-likes more than 
welcome. (190) 

Lonely male, 23 huge Nightwish and 
Pendulum fan. Looking for loyal, caring, 
open-minded & loving females. 25 
to 45 for full-term relationship. Race, 
size, disabilities and children aren't 
important as 1 liave depth and can love 



& respect all. If you're interested then 
text me on 07908969249 (Leamington 
Spa area) (189) 

Single male biker, 27. VGSOH, honest, 
loyal, genuine and a bit crazy at times, 
looking for friendship with anyone 
alternative, possible LTR with right lady 
07511718756(189) 

Hi, My name is Jason Hawkins. I am a 
single male, 27 years old. 1 have quite 
a few tattoos and a few piercings, I 
like Korn, Morbid Angel etc. I am a 
Satanist and moral vampire, looking 
for female pen pals to write to and 
maybe something more later with 
some interest. 1 like partying, movies, 
concerts, tattoos and peircings and like 
to have fun. Write to me at; 1297282 
Jason Hawkins. 3899 State Hay 99, new 
Boston. TX 7550 (189) 

Are there any nice women left? Thirty- 
eight year -old rock dude with short hair, 
good sense of humour, medium tattooed 
looking for friendship/excitement & 
romance. Herts or surrounding area. 
Tel: 07932677396 (189) 

Brown, short haired guy, 39, into, Goth, 
gothic metal, alternative. 80's music, 
tattoos, gigs outdoors & films seeks 
genuine and single female 28-40 for 
friendship, fun and LTR Phone or text 
07532498194 Lanc/Manc/York area. (189) 

Hey ! My Name is Adam Smith and I am 
looking for two women. One called Jess 
the other is Rachael. ff either (or both) 
could get in touch again, that would 
be great. I live in Fenny Compton and 
have a stammer. Please text me on: 
07908969249(189) 

33 year old male, brown hair, eyes, 
5 8 ", smoker, tattooed inmate, looking 
for any wild and fun loving female pen 
pals of the same age. I'm out soon so 
come on girls! Russell Francks A6646AT 
HMP Springhill, Grendon Underwood, 
Aylesbury, Bucks. HP 18 0TL (189) 

Hello, my name is Jimmy, f am looking 
for a female pen pal to helps me pass 
the time away. I am a prisoner in the 
state of Alabama, USA. 1 have a life 
sentence. T am s/w/m. Age 43, 5'9" 
muscular built, 166 pounds, I am a Leo. 
1 am locking for a single female pen 
pal. Age is not important. My interests 
include, Harley motorcycles, writing 
letters, reading, tattoos, horses, fast 
cars and body piercing. Please write to 
me at: Jimmy Aubrey Hardin 142503. 
100 Warrior Lane 4-46, Bessemer, Al, 
USA 35023 Thanks! (189) 

36 yr old inked female G.S.O.H looking 
for a male for serious relationship/ 
friendship, interests are tattoo 
conventions, getting inked, going to 
gigs/concerts average build (curvy) 
would like to meet someone with same 
interests. 07896294343 (189) 

Hi, I'm Danny a gay guy living on the 
Line's coast, young 55 heavily tattooed 



arms( sleeved), slim body looking 
for similar guy 20/40 for friendship 
to a genuine relationship. Text 
07535358018 or e-mail tattdan@live. 
co.uk (189) 

My name is Kath from the Go Durham 
area. I'm in need of some TLC I'm fun 
loving, tattoos (work in progress!) Love 
to dance. Into horrors, comedies and 
a spiritualist. Who knows, you could 
be the lucky one I've been looking for! 
Text: 0779620087(189) 

Hi, I'm Dakari and I am male, age 33, 
waiting to make your acquaintance. 
I'm S'l " tall, weighing 2001bs; just 
the right man to lift you off your 
feet. I enjoy reading, writing, poetry, 
dancing, singing and computer work. 
Unfortunately, I am incarcerated in an 
Alabama state prison, USA with a life 
sentence without parole and I need 
someone to help me pass the time 
away. Tm looking for you if you are 
single/divorced and want to correspond 
with a good man, females only, age not 
important as long as you are genuine. 
Write to: Dakari. Ai Parker Snr 205051, 
Y-3B 100 Warrior Lane. Bessemer, AL 
35023, USA(189) 

Hi ladies, I'm looking for pen pals & 
more. I'm 26 years old, inot all kinds 
of tunes, loves bikes and cars. Into 
the gym and other sports, currently 
in hospital. Great s.o.h, love assertive 
ladies, good looking, 5'10 SI , age, looks 
unimportant. It's what's inside that 
counts! Get in touch, write me at 
Rampton hospital, Retford. Notts. DNZZ 
OPD Shaun Prenderville 1750 (189) 



JOBS WANTED 



Looking for an apprenticeship in the 
Northeast area. I'm a 34 year old male 
with a mind set on wanting to become 
a tattooist. No drug or drink problems. 
Working on my portfolio - have a 
background in graffiti, A grades at 
school, graphic design diplomas at 
college, artistic skills back for good 
now. I would love the opportunity to 
finally achieve my passion to become 
a tattooist, which I should have done 
a long time ago. If any tattooist is 
interested in giving me a chance, 
please contact Kai on: 07989116689, 
sharon81@fsmail.net. (190) 

Hi, I'm Danny seeking an apprenticeship 
in Derbyshire or the surrounding area s. I 
have always been very interested in the 
art of tattooing. I'm a hard worker and 
take pride in a job well done I am reliable 
honest and a enthusiastic practical 
confident out going person and willing 
to work Full Time, Part Time, Evenings 
and weekend's. I work well in a team or 
on my own thanks for your time please 
contact me if there's anyttiing available 
on 07896766092 or emailSkittles_Taste_ 
The3ambow@live.co.uk (190) 

Want a hand-poker in your studio? 
Experienced hand-poking tattooist 
looking for a permanent position in 



7B www.sldtiEleep.co.iik ] skies 19B 



busy, enthusiastic and good studio. The 
studio must be like me, friendly, creative 
and efficient (and drug free). I want to 
work for myself, tattooing only by hand 
and paying commission on work done 
rather than chair rental Lots of experience 
of customers in a number of studios. I 
expect to share all daily routines and 
chores. Talking about years, not short- 
term, in the night studio. Currently on the 
Cornish coast, but anywhere considered 
to be close to bigger towns and cities. 1 
am 55 (not that that matters) but intend 
to tattoo for many more years. Would add 
variety and value to any studio. Have a 
chat to begin with on 07833 760622 with 
Martin. Thanks (189-92) 



Ohh My God Tattoo (OMG Tattoo) is a 
fairly new studio opened in Wimbledon, 
London. It is currently owned by Levi 
Pinter who has 10 years experience 
in tattooing. We currently have a 
vacancy for a full time tattooist/aitist 
for immediate start. Must have existing 
client base and be able to demonstrate 
artistic and tattoo abilities through an 
established portfolio. Please view our 
website www.ohhmygod.oo.uk Please 
view Levi's portfolio prior to contacting 
him for an interview as this will help give 
you an idea of the standard required. 
Please contact Levi on 076 078 39242 or 
email to levipinter@yahoo.com (190) 

13 INK TATTOO are looking for an 
extra tattoo artist for Liverpool city 
centre studio. Minimum of 3 years 
experience. Applicants will be required 
to do a bench test, provide a up to date 
portfolio. Immediate start available. 
Please Contact Steve Eowness on 0151 
707 9629 or email shop@13inktauoo, 
com Check us out at www.myspace. 
com/1 3inktattoo { 1 90 ) 

Full time tattooist wanted for Selfridges 
Birmingham studio. Must work well 
within a team and work to a high 
standard. For more info call Dee on 
01216006937 (190) 

Full or part-time 2nd artist required for 
busy modern tattoo studio in Shropshire. 
Must have at least 3 years (shop) 
tattooing experience and portfolio of 
recent work. No apprentices needed. 
Family run fun shop. Call 07790047207 
or Email rena.fincham@sky.oom (189) 

tnk lab tattoo studio in Goole, East 
Yorkshire is looking for a new full time 
tattoo artist with at least 3 years shop 
experience. References will be required. 
Must have high standards and a solid 
and varied portfolio. Must be clean, 
reliable and work well in a team. If you 
are interested please contact Rich on 
01405 762566 or at www.inklabtattoos. 
co.uk Kfo time wasters please. (189) 

Birmingham ink tattoo studio is looking 
for a body modification apprentice, 
(piercing, branding, scarification, 
implants, etc), applicants must be 
20+ years, hard work and dedication 
is essential, Apply in person only. 
BIRMINGHAM INK TATTOO, 66 
D ALT ON STREET, CITY CENTRE, 
BIRMINGHAM, B4 7LX (189) 

Large central Oxford Tattoo Studio 
has room for guest spots and full 
time trained tattoo artist. Impressive 
portfolio and references essential. No 
apprentices. Contact Mick on 07900 
241765 or mickdurham® aol.com (139) 



Tattooist rerjuired for busy high street 
studio In Potters Ear Hertfordshire. 
Michael Rose Visual Art lias a permanent 
or part time position available. Must 
have a minimum 4 years studio experience 
and a strong portfolio. To arrange an 
interview please contact us at info® 
michaelrosevisualart.com you can find out 
more about us and the studio by visiting 
our website: www.michaelrosevisualart. 
com. Please don't apply if you are an 
apprentice unless you have lots of 
drawings/sketches to show us, (1B9) 

Professional Tattoo Artist required to 
join busy studio in South Wales. Pretty 
Hot & Tattoo'd are looking for a clean, 
reliable tattoo artist who is skilled and 
experienced in different styles and has an 
extensive portfolio. Hours are negotiable. 
Studio Experience is essential, and 
a trial period will be necessary. No 
apprentices please. Please send cv/cover 
letter and sample portfolios to Pretty 
Hot & Tattoo d Ltd. 42 Penybont Road, 
Pencoed. BRIDGEND. CF35 BRA or e-mail 
phattattOTstudio@hotfnail.co.uk. (169) 

Large central Oxford Tattoo Studio 
has room for guest spots and full 
time trained tattoo artist. Impressive 
portfolio and references essential. No 
apprentices. Contact Mick on 07900 
241765 or mickdurham@aol.com (189) 

Tattoo artists (2) with iiiinimum of 
three years studio experience reguired 
to join the King Arthur's Tattoo team. 
The positions are for immediate starts 
initially for the summer but with a view 
to becoming permanent fixture for the 
right applicants. The successful applicants 
must be comfortable with all styles of 
tattooing and have excellent drawing 
skills as we are primarily custom studios, 
but still have to do flash work when 
required! Please only apply if you have 
the relevant experience, no wannabes, no 
scratchers, no alcoholic's o drug addictions 
and no apprentices. An up to date 
portfolio is essential when applying, this 
can be emailed to : kingarthurstattoo@ 
googlemail.com or call: 01723 364710 ad 
ask for Stuart. {189) 



Busy Est Tattoo Business for sale in 
the Derbyshire area, due to relocation. 
Precinct location. Large 2 floor studio to 
house multiple artists and large waiting 
room. Further rooms above, suitable 
for extra studio or piercing room with 
separate large waiting room. Negotiable 
lease. Low rent at £375 per calendar 
month, property qualifies for small 
business rates relief. Enguiries by email 
only - leell38@hotmail.co.uk {188) 

ESTABLISHED BUSY TATTOO & BODY 
PIERCING STUDIO FOR SALE, Situated 
just outside of Coventry city centre in a 
busy shopping area, fully fitted / equipped 
modern and pleasant styled and furnished 
studio. Large Shop/reception area 
with reception desk, sofa. Large Flash 
collection, two jewellery display cabinets. 
Separate large treatment room with two 
workstations. Separate clean room, Toilet, 
drawing Area. Photo copier, 42" plasma 
screen fitted, Large amount of jewellery, 
Low rent for area. This is a busy popular 
studio only selling due to leaving the 
country, Priced for quick sale at £40,000 
you can more than make that back in 
the first year. Possible Owner financing 
over a two year period, for details please 
email srmun.weir@hotmail.com or call 
07737249343 (136) 
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Events Listings Forum 
Studio Directory 
Photography Profiles 
Reviews Artists Advice 
Features News Magazines 
Video and so much more... 

www.bigtattooplanet.com 
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about fantastic tatto 



Sjt 'World Class Tattoo Artists Ice Caming sfs AH Gallery / 
jfj$ The National Tattoo Photography Awards ^ Unplugged Music 
•sj£ &MX & Skateboard Demos ^ Airbrush & Graffiti Workshops 
sjc Roll'ergiris vs Rollergins ^ Custom Bike & Car Paint Displays 
5j< Traders & Vendors MyTattooWall ^ Henna & Bodypainti 
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www .bruiiitrcttuttoostudio.co.uk 
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MERIMGDICAL 

second user medical equipment 
■ AUTOCLAVES 

I Little Sister 1 . 2. 3, 5 from £299, 
J Merlins E299, SES 2000's 
Prestige and Instaclaves! 
All with safety test reports. 
Also Dentist Chairs from £199, 
Lights and Couches, ah plus von 

Telephone - 07835 £[£528 / 07771 871247 
email - wyldemerimedical@aol.com 
www.merimedical.co.uk 
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SUBSCRIPTION DETAILS 
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□ YES! I WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE □ THIS IS A GIFT 
BILLING DETAILS - Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS- 



r 



MR/MISS/MRS/MS FORENAME 



SURNAME 



ADDBESS 



POSTCODE 



DAYTIME PHONE 



EMAIL 



MOBILE NO 



DELIVERY ADDRESS DETAILS - If different from above: 



mmssrmsm forename 



SURNAME 



ADDRESS 



PC iSTCODE 



PLEASE TICK WHICH OPTION YOU REQUIRE: 
!!□ READER OFFER 1 Stan Deep (Save £21 .35) 

B □ READER OFFER 2 Skin Deep & Skin Shots (Save £29 05) 
B □ TATTOO STUDIO/ARTIST OFFER 3' 

Skin Deep, Star. Shots & TattooMaster (Save £39.05) 

1 □ : ujitleri-ar-d tha: larac ^asu r isa'l ONLY puljlication (ttcg^tcica'lattmLS-.; ar.a 'l ratio supn/y 
ampum; only) and ixnhnn dut [ am r:ligil:L:~ ti: piirnhitiC die niug;a2i/jc: I al*o ■.:rjdnr:;tand tliut idiix^ will hr: 
mndf: an il'.r: ir.crjrujatior. ] havr; janvairtii ^id i: ii.it; micnnaiur. Oroya; rata", ■lion '. will N(JT nrooivo :no rnuguairjf: 
and wit NOi criialLty :or a rctund b any way rionie :ick ;.hiy ocx :o corjiiini rhat you have react and iincoiatooa 
Ti.r; ihirjrinntion aheva and cotihmi that the ltifnrrnanon yon pccvidc 13 canect. r ncjii 

lO BEST OEAL! 
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Instruction to your Bank or 
Bui ding Society to pay by Direct Debit 
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Now send your completed application to - Skin Deep Magazine. 
Subscription Department, FREEPOST PE211. Bourne PE10 9BR 

■ l"K [.A3 Pi- H. HY :- J KC.i\'|.; CAI.l 



01778 392086 
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RACK PIECE 




"I used to have to go to the circus 
to see the tattooed ladies... Now, 
they're everywhere. 

Jimmy Caff 
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Welcome to the end of 
this issue. What better 
way to wrap up than 
by putting our new 
contributor and very 
own tattooed lady to 
work? Paula Hardy 
Kangelos tells what 
it's like to be 'almost 
famous'... 




nd so we are, well, 
almost everywhere, we 
are not on the cover 
of Vogue but we have 
been represented, on the 
, catwalk. There is even 
a tattooed lady currently appearing 
in America's version of Strictly Come 
Dancing although I don't know if there 
has been a tattooed woman in space 
yet, NASA don't hold (or won't share) 
that data. 

We have come out of the circus and 
we have travelled a long way although 
we still attract attention. 

I am. a proud contemporary tattooed 
lady: I have public skin tattoos, my 
hands and throat, tattoos that are 
showing all of the time. I am not alone, 
far from it, 1 have many heavily tattooed 
female friends and the increasing 
popularity of tattoos means that more 
and more people are tipping the scale 
from having a tattoo to being tattooed. 
Despite my pride, I am pleased that 
summer is drawing to a close and while 
I don't relish the dark evening and the 
cold temperatures, I am relieved to 
temporarily be a little less conspicuous 
in tights and a coat. 

I like to dress in a feminine way, 
I wear vintage dresses and heels 
and inevitably this means that my 
tattoos are on show most of the time. 
Nonetheless, my appearance has not 
affected my professional life, I have a 
BA and an MA and I make art, curate 
exhibitions and write. I have no trouble 
being taken seriously as an academic. 
In my personal life, I am a mother and 
a member of the PTA, I am an ordinary 
working mum on a pushbike, 

1 know I'm noticeable and I'm well 
aware that as I have chosen to look this 
way I must accept responsibility and 
rather than complain about prejudice, 
I must strive to disprove negative 
stereotypes. Of course, people look, 
stare, shout and tut, so I've learned to 
wear metaphorical blinkers and I'm 
getting pretty good at blocking out 
the whispers and the nudges. Still, 
sometimes I am subjected to attention 



that it is impossible to ignore. I could 
be on my bike, waiting at a red light, 
grocery shopping or in the park with 
my son: 

"Look at the tattoos on that bird! " 

"Nice tattoos love" 

"Oh my god, look at the state of that" 

And more recently, cycling home from 
work I heard the shout, 

"It's Kat Von D, It's f""" Kat 
VonD!" 

Clearly, I am not Kat Von D, but it's 
interesting to note that the man on the 
street now had a context in which to 
place me, transforming me from a what 
into a who, a definite improvement. 
Which brings me to wonder, what is 
daily life like for Kat Von D? Kat has 
to contend with all the same tattoo 
related stuff that I do, but then has 
celebrity on top. Which is noticed first? 
Of course, Kat is celebrity because of 
the tattoos she makes and wears, so 
perhapa it is impossible to separate her 
celebrity attention from her tattooed 
lady attention. 

Perhaps a better example to look at 
would be a public face that was already 
well known before embarking on their 
tattoo journey. Glamour model, Jodie 
Marsh came to public attention, not 
for her ink-adorned skin, but rather 
her bare flesh. Her transformation 
into tattooed lady came after her 
transformation into celebrity lady. As 
a woman famous for her looks, I imagine 
that Jody, like me, has often heard the 
"What's a pretty girl gone and done that 
to herself for? " line. She has probably 
also been accused of "Ruining herself" 
and told she will look even worse 
when she is old. Comments like this 
are daily occurrences for a 
contemporary tattoo gal. 

Of course, not all of the comments 
and questions are negative. Some are 
full of admiration and envy, some arise 
from genuine curiosity and many will 



ask for my opinion and recommended 
tattoo artists, I'm always liappy to help 
with these, although I do have some 
standard answers for the most common 
questions : 

"Does it hurt?" - Yes, yes it does. 

"How many tattoos do you have?" - 1 
don't know, but I'm aiming for one big 
one. 

To the, "Your tattoos are beautiful" 
comment, I just say thank you, but my 
ten year old son says "She gets this all 
the time, you know". And it's true, I do 
get positive comments everyday. 

Of course, comments, good or bad 
are of little consequence to the choice I 
have made. It is not about the approval 
or disapproval of others, it's about 
feeling good in you own skin, owning 
amazing, one of a kind artworks and 
being in control of own destinies. It is 
art that is ours and ours alone. Circus 
legend, Betty Broadbent, sums it up 
perfectly: 

"When I went to the boardwalk on 
my days off, I saw a tattooed man, Jack 
Redcloud. He was the man who had 
Christ's head and crown of thorns on 
the top of his baldhead. That's when I 
decided to get tattooed. I wanted to be 
independent and take care of myself. I 
sure didn't want to go back to school. " 

As tattooed ladies, we are seen as 
spirited, individual and independent, 
compelling and attractive, no wonder 
everyone wants to talk to us, ask 
us questions and shout at us in the 
street. Takes a special person to match 
a tattooed lady. I tried dating non- 
tattooed or "blank" folk and while it has 
never been an issue for me, it seems to 
be for them. I had a couple of dates with | 
an actor and when he announced that 
"Had come to terms with it", making 
my tattoos sound like a terminal illness, 
I gave up. 

I am now engaged to a tattooer, it 
can be easier to be with our own kind, 
my fiance has more tattoos than I do, 
but when we walk down the street, all 
eyes are on me, such is the power of the | 
tattooed lady. "it' 
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More at ebook-free-download.net or magazinesdownload.com 



NEW START, NEW VENUE & NEW ORGAN 
PROUDLEY PRESENTS THE * 
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DOORS Of>EN^AT ll.AM TILL LATE 
Tickets are £20.00 on the door 
per Day or pre- bookable for 
£18.00 in Advance 



date's 
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DATES TO BE ANNOUNCED 
Please check website for 

updates 

info@portsmouthtattoo.com 



i wwvLr.sk in deep. cd. uk 



